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Cyclamen coum am Crocus tommasinianusenjoying a spell of sunshineasl write it is forecast that a ch‘ange
in atmospheric conditions will deliver us a cold blast of air from Sibwehiah will result in frosts and snow later
this weeki it could well be here when | post the Bulb Lag Wednesday.
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Crocus abantensisgros wellfor usin a raised bedhere they are amog the first to flower every yea.
| divide them every few years as they clump up.
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Moving under glass to the sand beds where these Cdllma biflorus groupare flowering but | need it to warm
up enougtio openthe flowersthen with the helpof Jai s R uCkosua lmoékshope to identify them.
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Raised from see@rocus adanensis
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Raised from seed the&ocus gustifolis noticeblyin the shape of the petals

Crocus angustifolius
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Crocus angustifolius

| had just watered tlsebeds and yowill notice how the effect bwateringhas smoothed treurface of the sand
if I leave it like this it willattract the growth of mos&hile it remains moisthen wherit dries out it forms a crust
that hinders the penetration of waser| alwayswvork the surfacdack to a crumb after watering.
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Crocus atticus




Crocus cvijicii
Crocus cvijici is ako thriving and increasing the sand bed, notice here that | hemeghenedip the surface of
the sand after watering.

Crocus cvijicii
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| have justreceivedsome Crocus seed whi¢ am sowing directly into the
cms deepbut first | take pictures of the packets in péeas a record can refer backo thesepictureswhen the
seedgerminate next yeatlowing me toidentify the seedlings
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Crocus and Narcissus provide flowerin interest earl in the yéarehiemain Ianting’n these sand beas
Fritillaria start flowering or in many cases evamerge.




Moving to one of te other bulb houses whiesgll grow the bulbsn (11cm) potsmore Narcissus are starting to
flower. ThesameNarcissuslonesgrowingin the sand beds flower earlier than they dpats, which suggests to
me that they have a mosteadygrowth with less variation ithe growing mediur@ temperature and moisture
levels




This is one of my owninnamed\arcissushybrids whichwhile very nicel am not sure that is sufficiently
differentto deserve aame.

Narcissus bulbocodiim
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There is a similar scene in the other bulb house looking across thep@mmywards thédJoshapedsand bed.
Click the link to see the lateBulb Log Video Diary Supplemeritom the Bulb Houses.
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Moving back outsiddo the narrowthot bedat the base of the wallhere various reticulate Iris are floweringne
has formed @roupof several flowering stemsawvdedagainst the wall.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsQ_Qi3enlQ
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Iris reticulate bulbils

Over they years we
have tried growing
many cultivated
forms and hybrids of
Iris reticulata many
flowered the first
year after we got
them then dwindled
awayhowevera few
have pesisted.

After three to five
years of growth some
clumps become too
congested to fully
appreciate the
individual flowers so

| need to divide

them.

Following on from
|l ast weekOod:s
i the best time to do
a job is when you
remembei |
decided to careidly
lift this group now.

While separating out the flowering bulbs | found some bulbiigw| have planted in the nearbgnd bed between

the cobbles.
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The'gritty, andy soil means | can lift "nd separate the bulbs ttuminimal damage to the rdot$hat congested
clumphas now become seven groupsnoiividualsto be spread out and planted back into the same bed.
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Megan approves of how | have rlated the iris spradingdbteto exten the plantirt
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When we first set the Jban&glelanterin pla pInted a small blue juniper cuttin t
columnas a spot plantingver the years it has spread out overgrowing the rock garden

Cidy A vl




At variousstages over the thirty pl ut is growth backto try and keep it iscale bunow | have
decided that it no longer fits with my visian it is coming out.
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| am alw ys Iboking at was to rcy,cledo itall the time in my artand here | am going to try and bring art nd
horticulture together to recycle this miseraldeking specimen using tlacientart of bonsai.




anted it into an old polystyr runed some of the growth baakd will see how it
grows in the coming year.
The aimand mychallenges to establish a nesompactroot systenwhich will encourage healthipliage growth
thenhopefully Ican further refine the shape irddonsai with some ruggetiaracter
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TheVaccinium
nummularia |
showedast week
havingtrimmed
back one side is
now undergoing
another major
pruning It
started out as a
cutting taken
from the garden
and for years
formeda
compactshrub
now it has grown
substantiallyas
seen hergcentre
right, and is
encroachingrito
the bed.

Now it is trimmedback to open up more of the beltlis my experience that this shrub does not bud freely when
cut back beyond the recent growths so my long term plan will @tonore cuttingsvith the aim of replacing
this sprawlingold plant with anore compact clone of itself.



