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This one being
in more shade
would seem

the more likely
to have a
growth of moss
so why is it

this way? The
difference is
the type of
stone the moss
covered rock is
schist while the &
other is granite
T which takes
me back to
what that lady
explained to
me on a
mountain top
in Scotland all
those years
ago.

This moss covered mushroom
reflects back to the very thing
that fired my interest in plants
way back in 1962 when |
joined a group
Naturalistsodo w
excursions to observe all
kinds of nature, animal,
mineral and vegable.Then

my main interest was in the
rocks and geologthenon

one mountain trip a lady
explained that you could often
tell the type of rock by the
plants that grew thefiefrom
that moment | was hooked.

At one timel cleanedhe

moss from this stone but in
recent years | have left it to
establish a colony and now |
view it as a habitat where |
have scattered some seeds of
Erinus alpinus to see if any
will grow.

In the background of the
cover image you will see
another stone mushroom
pictured below, which ano
moss at all only some lichens.




Winter is the seasomherel can appreciate the garden sped back to the basic structure when even the fallen
leaves and other plant debris awaiting the elgahave an attraction.
| salvaged a number of granite paving slabs and kerb stones sgmar8@go when the Aberdeen Council in their

wi sdom t hought it better Caphabtf tElue ogpietdy shmawrd s
tarmad
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Some of the kerbs formed the raised edges of the rock garden wh
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| carved out some of the beautlful granlte pavmg slabs to form trourgdmsare seen here ralsed up on some granit
cobble stonewhich used tgpave our roads and were also being replaced around that same time.

It was hard work chlselllng out the plantlng space crstdgranlte sIab:pIus they were very hea\epl went on to
develop the lighter weight fish box troughfirst just by carving ath painting the polystyrene then by coating them
with cementsuch thisone
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Getting back to the mosg also used to spend hour nd bed but for the last yee
decided to leave.iNobody is there to remove the mosses in naarkwill observe if its presence has any effect
on the growth of the bulbs
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The frozen Cyclamen leaves look unhindered by the moss as do the various Crocus leaves emerging throug
soft green carpet and | like the more natural appeaiatice will tell.




Cyclamen caum
flowersareemerging at
the edgeof the sand
bed.

% Over the years my

~ garden philosophy has
moved towards that of
a being a habitat
manipulator where
through the
observation of plants
in nature and those
that selfseed around in
the garden | have
found somany more
planting opportunities
that | previously
missed orin the name
of tidiness cleared of
growth.

The rectangular formality of the pond was part of the original layout of the garden where we could display bo
and other potted plantsnow | am letting nature take its course while | also intervene to create new habitats lik
marginal bed in the foreground, the mossgered rock planted with Pinguilewith other possibilities emerging as
the moss covers the slabkl Werestarting again fronscratch with the benefit of the years of experience | have

gained | think the pondvould be amorenaturalinformal shape with a rock garden bed emerging from the pond.




I am esecially looking forward to the first flowering in the new bed | made last summer, | remember Iquiainted

quite a lot of seedlings, up to flowering size, of Erythronium caucasicum, Erythronium sibiricum, Trillium riva

and Trillium hibbersonii along witkiariousCorydalis but there will be many surprises to come from the ones |
dondt r eme

Thisview reminds
me of the structural
and decorative
importance of trees
and shrubs in the
garden.

These are especially
noticeablan the
winter when thesye
is not distracted by
the mass of foliage
and flowesfilling
the surrounding
bedsas they do
through tke spring,
summer and
autumn.
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What is the climate in your garden? A question that | am

is that our garden is full of micro climaté&e two pictures above are taken within seconds of each otte

facing east then turning west to take the other and it shows how different the ground conditions look. The sno
covered bed on the left is open to the sky while the bed on the left is under a canopy of Acer trees which eve

| repeated these pictures a few
days later when you can see
that the open bed is covered in
a hard frostvhile under the
trees on the right there is no
frost at all.

At the same time astook the
first pair of picturegshescene
further up the gardeshowsa
layer of icecoveredthe

ground

Typical of our weather since
last week we haveeen
through a mild spell followed
by another freezing period
and this senario will repeat
itself until the end of May or
early June by which time we
should not expect any more
frosts.




While tidying | noticed these hellebore b ' d ]
light sowe can enjoy the flowers.

- & R :'
o ~ \ as
e .\'\ ’;!Ei\és' =R

Shredder timagain




With so many trees
and shrubs in a
relatively small
space we need to
do a lot of
managingthat is
cutting back to
keep the ground
open and winter is
one of the best
timesto assess
what needs to be
removed
Theherbaceous
plants allbeing
dormant
undergroundhow
makesthis thebest
time to get
working accesgo
the bedwithout
damaginghe
plants.
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prunings into a valuable mulching materigpas up more ground

our shrede |cklturs a ig pileof
planting space behind this seat.



