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Narcissus
0Craigton

Narcissu® Cr ai gt
Ch or | ond oémyod
own hybrids, is in full
flower now.
Unfortunately due to
our low light levels
the stem®f all the
winter flowering

bulbs aredrawn upin
a futile attempt to find
beter light. There is a
solution that is to
move to central Japan,
or similar lower
latitude, where winter
light levels are high
andNarcissus flower
on beautiful short
stems. To see this
click the link to the
forum and see how
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Studying the many Narcissus flowering in the sand beds highlights how promiscuous this group arerassthere
many variations. The keexyed can spot Nassus romieuxii, romieuxii var mesatlanticus, albidus foliosus,
6Camor o6 a moanagions amdeybrichsathratythese forms have given rise to in our bulb houses.



http://www.srgc.net/forum/index.php?topic=15924.0

A closer view to look for the stile variations of this hybrid swarm.

| like this hybrid for the wgy its longer petalstand otiaround the corona like a sianotethe yellow style and
filaments.




Those with more yellow generally indicate Narcissus romieuxii as one of the garentdyle and filaments are
also the same colour but other features suggest it is a hybrid.

Narcissus romeuxii




It is not only the
plants and flowers that
struggle with this low
light it makes it very
difficult for me to take
good pictures. There
are various ways to
tackle such low light
one is to use a tripod
to hold the camera
steady which will
allow along exposure
but it is not possible
for me to focus in on
the individual flowers
in the mass plantings
from a tripod so for
the majority of
pictures | take the
camera is hand held.
Hand holding a
camera leads to
problems of sharpness
S0 no matter how stdg you think your hand jghere will be movementhich will become most noticeable at low
shutter speeds.




Oneadaptationl have used when appropriate for many years is to place a sheet of grey card behind the subjet
isolatethe subjectrom a distracting backgund.




Narcissus romieuxii seedlings.
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No Flash
| will often use flashin the form of the small simple flash unit on my cam&rayetsharp imagebutthis leads to
problemswith exposureas you can see above right were the flash has burnt out the detail of the flowers. There
ways to control this one method | use is to place a bit of white tissue over the flash to reduce the intensity, the
tissue can be fded into layers to increase the filtering, this can produce acceptables Another way is tanove
further away from the subject ande the zoom lerte frame the flowers this ald@s the effect afedueng the
intensity of the flashight falling on the subject




We are all familiar with howhe aperturevalueand exposure time affect the imagkast exposure times minimise
camera shake giving nice sharp images while a small aperture (largest value) gives the maximum depitof fie
reduces the light falling on to the senddind the image senseiof modern digital cameras are so good now that |
can also use the ISO as a third parameter of exposure. The digital camera | mostly use is a compact Panasol
Lumix DMC-LX100 which has an ISO range from 200 to 12800 and in ideal conditions | use tis¢ IB@esetting
which gives the best qualifyless grainy)magehowever | often push that up to 1600 in the low light conditions

1/60S, 16.3, ISO 200 1/20004S0@5600

It is well worth while exploring the extremes and limits of the camera you are-uiege two picturegsing the
extremes of ISO show the range in quality of the image with the lowest on the left and the mghkegtainy,on
theright. Except in exteme circumstances | would not use the highest ISO setting but in many of the pictures |
in the Bulb Log | regularly use up to 1ISO1600.




| have been

experimenting with
another method to help

in low light1 using a
small hand held torch.
With my canera in one
hand and a small LED
torch in the other | can
cast some added light
onto the subject.
The background of the
image gives a good
indicationof howdark
it was atmid-daywhen
| took this picture o |
find that the light from
the LED torch is patty
neutral in colouso
does not affect the
white balance The next
few pictures were also
taken this way.




Narcissus
6Craigt
Clanger

The first of this
year 0s

on Narcissus
60Craigto
Cl anger 0
hybrid between
Narcissus
romieuxii
bulbocodium,
are opening.




The main subject of two different Narcissus seedlings is picked out in light from the torch.




When the
weather permits
| continue
clearing upwhat
remains of last
seasnd growth
and prepring
the ground for
theimminent
burst of growth
for which there
Is already
evidenceMost
of the clearing
involves
removingthe
dead stems and
fallen leaves
where
necessarysome
plants like he
Hellebows and
ferns still have
attractive green
leaves and like
to leave them for as long as possible but there comesrbeninen | have to way up the benefit of enjoying their
decaative value in the winter garden against them lying gndaband obstructing the nevulb shoots emerging.




| find it ahard

to removethe

beautifulfronds

of the many

winter green

fernswe grow

such as tis

narrowcrinkly

edgedorm of

Asplenium

scolopendrium

but on

reveaing a

clump of

Galanthus

shoos which

werehidden

below the

arching fronds | g

am remindecbf

the necessityof

this task.

| also find that

the new growth @

of newfronds / } v
onthe fern b o g :
grow better when the old growths are removed.
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The group of Galanthus that emerged from under the shade of the femowuglow all the bettein the light.
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| have also removed lagte afroidds from"heAspIenium scolopendriuseeded alng1e edge of thisath.




Above and below arpicuresbefore al will allow the

Eranthis that share this area to grow as welketismiy more light intaheir own flower buds that are already
showing signs of growth.
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Even toughs need a clear up as | remove the Dactylorhiza stems that have shed all themidsagidback the fern
and grass ithiswild naturalstyle planting.



