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Nomocharis
flowers havea
colour combintaion
of white, pink and
blackcurrent that
seems to be
universally
appealingn what
ever genus it
occurs.Some of the
most popular forms
of Paeonia,
Hepatica and
Helleborus share
this colouring.
Nomocharis are
extrenely
promiscuous
espedlly in the
garden where it is
difficult to maintain
the species from
seedwith hybrids being the norpiowever | do believe that this one is clos&ltomocharis pardanthina.
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Lilium martagon
Having just come back from botanisingtmachair on the outer Hebridies | aenyaware of how we often had to
search carefully among the mass of growth to find certain target:plaeysdid not stand out in isolation so | am
happy to find that is the same case in our garden where thesedrdi@ot growing in great clumps isloated in a
border but are treasures to be found and enjdylede plant hunting in our own garden.
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Cardiocrinium giganteum
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Arisaema ciliatum and Cardiocrinium giganteum
The hot dry weather continuesmake this a challenging time for many of our plantisich are more
accustomed to our normally cool wet summer conditions. The flowers of plants such as the lilies
Arisaemathat would normally last weeks in our gardare going ovevery quicklyin thedry heat.
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likes of Galanthus, Eranthis and Coryddll@~veringthen progresses wittisplays ofErythronium and Anemone
before Dactylorhiza and Meconopsis flowers appear and now we h@resaeama ciliatunforest.




Arisaema ciliatum
Every year the same seasons come around but they are never exaaipétibe annual growth of plant@riesi
some will grow well and increase others mayggle and recede also the daerof flowering variesThis
overlapping is very differerthis year withthe flowers ofmany plant£oming and going so quickbpatthey are
not bloomingtogetheralsoin many cases the foliage has also receded before the next sequence of flowers ope
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8BS e~ | would rise up
through the
yellowing
Colchicum
leavesthis year
those leaves are
completely
dried upas the
Arisaema
emerge.
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It is often wid
thatmany
Colchicum are
not suitable
garden plantat
all because their
leaves appear in
a different
season to the
flowers
however it is
just a cas of accounting for th foliageandselecting the appropriatmmpanionplantsand | have foundrisaema
to besuitable

Arisaema jacquemontii




Arisaema
wilsonii
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So the joyof searchingor plant extends into our garden where everO;hmliorinum gianteum is there to be
discovered espeailly this year wheregdue to the weather conditignsis flowering at around half its normal
height.




| am sure that to
some our garden
will appear too
wild and over
grown but I love
the natural effect
of mixedplant
communities
where cultivars
andwild plants
grow and show
happily together
and just like in
wild habitats such
as he machairl
can search out the
gems that are
currently
flowering.

This section of the front driveway planting withifolium repengClover) running through is vemgminiscent of
lastw e e koaygto the machaivhereits nitrogen fixing properties brings a benefit to wild and cultivated habitat:




A view across the
front garden
shows the jungle
of growth where
a combination of
wild and
cultivated plants
growand are
encouraged to
seed around.
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Ma of t’he erly Iowerin bulbous plants are sdding see onto the west drive way where
Geranium sanguireum is pierced by the rising spires Dfgitalis grandiflora and Dactylorhiza hybrids.
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DiitIis grandii‘lora and Dactylorhiza hybrids

Geranium
sanguineum

The explosive

nature of

Geranium seed
capsules ensures

that it is spread far
and wide across

the garden where it
has not only 2t
reached onto the [ &
top of the wall but |
has also been
catapulted across

the hedge to start
colonising the next
door neighbou®  §
garden.
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| Movig round to the back garden where more Dactylorhiza forms and species come into flower.
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A view lookingacross a s

The new growth on the bonsai that | root pruned earlier this year is growing very vigorowsihich is evidence
that new roots are growing from the cutadde into the fresh potting mixa trim is in order.



