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| made these
tiny troughs
from leftover
cement when |
was making
cement covered
fish box troughs
more than ten
years agad they
were landscaped
and planted with
unrooted
cuttings during
a one of my
workshop
demonstrations.

Since then they
have received
very little
attention except
the occasional
watering and
liquid feed.

:"32': o 3 . o 3 ¢ y &

- o B R 2 : :

| decided that using such a small shallow container was a good way to illustrate how you can greatly increase
planting depthimprovethe habitat anénhance thenvironment in wughs by being bold with rocks when you are
landscaping.

These two have lea established for a few years less than the original tlve one on the left got knocked by a
huntingWestie dislodang one of the rocks and distung the rootrun of one of thesaxifragesand you can observe
how that hasffected the growth when compared to the same saxifrages in the right hand trough.
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Notice the gond is wétwe have had some very welcome rain which povided relief fodrineghtstricken

plants. No amourf water from a hose or watering cans can ever provide the same benefit of some natural ra

Most of the
saxifrages
and alpine
type plants
having
flowered in
the spring
go intoa
resting stage
in the
summerand
then put on
growth again
as the
temperatres
cool down.
Here in
Aberdeen
this happens
in mid to late
August and
that is the
ideal time to
take cuttings
and plant out
young plants.
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| landscaped the trough in the background a numbe
years ago but did not plant it however | let a mossy
saxifrage that seeded in grow and as you see it cove
the entire trough hiding the rocks with the exception ¢

the large upright onéd month ago | removed the
mossy saxifrage to reveal the rock and planted it up with
right and below.




Photograped in the spring Narcisus and Anemone provide colour in this slab bed, in the foreground looking
cushion plant is Cyananthus lobatus and beyond there are a number of plants of Cyananthusloscrophyl

emerging.




Cyananthus
lobatus

While we
received this
plant as
Cyananthus
lobatusl have
some doubts
if it is that
species |
suspect it
may be a
hybrid.

It is a good
plant that will
continue to
flower until
the winter
frosts push it
back
underground.
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As the flowers last a short time | plant the troughs as | do the rest of thegaen with foliage'l'nhaindxt
sequence of images show theigion and interest the foliage delivers.




One of the keys to being consider
Saxifraga cochlearis minpseen here taking over one side of this trogis proven itself here.

This trough is
planted with New
Zealand plants
including
Aciphylla,
Cyathodes and
ferns.




Another silver
saxifrage covers
this trough and
has been joined
by Erinus
alpinus and
Dactylorhiza
orchids which
have seeded in.

pale green rosettes are Saxifraga brunonis wpricuces small yellolowers in late summer into autumn.




The most
decoratie
part of
Saxifraga
brunonis is
the pale
green
rosettes
ard the
mass of
bright red
threadlike
runners
produced
at this time
of year. At
the tip of
each
runner is a
tiny plant
which
roots if it
touches
Suitable
ground or
these can
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A small trough landscaped with b en ccrete and planted with a seiempervivium.




familiar rains return.

Thi s sum

unfamiliar hot
dry weather
has proved too
much for some
plants such as
this cushion
forming
Azorella sp.
which has
succunbed to
the drought.

The picture
below shows
the dead
remains
removed to
reveal the rock
work.

I will rework
and plant this
trough when
the weather
cools down
and the



