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Summer has come to the 

garden and we are 

experiencing the warmest 

driest May/ June that I 

can remember.  

One of the many lessons 

we learn from gardening 

is that whatever the 

weather brings it will suit 

some plants better than 

others and for a change 

we are seeing the plants 

that enjoy warm sunshine 

flowering well while 

those that prefer our 

normal cool moist 

summer weather are 

suffering.  I have had to 

start watering the troughs, 

slab beds and other areas 

of the garden. 

 

In the raised slab beds Phlox, Oxalis, Dactylorhiza and Petrophyton hendersonii are all in full display. 

Another valuable lesson for the gardener is to learn to grow those plants that grow well in your conditions and that 

is what we have done through the years as we select the plants, or it would be better to say that the plants select us, 

and propagate from them. 

 

 
We have tried hundreds of different saxifrages some of which barely last a year and never establish themselves in 

our normally cool mist conditions one that has proved resilient is Saxifraga cochlearis minor which is shown here 

spreading over half of this trough was just a small rooted cutting taken from another trough when I planted it. 



 
I would not normally have to water this trough - it is landscaped with old roofing slates that form many narrow 

crevices - however due to the dry weather I have had to revert to watering the troughs and other parts of the garden. 

 

 
Phlox and Oxalis 



 
Phlox douglasii óCrackerjackô 

 

 
Another of the summer flowering saxifrages that grows well for us is this one with deep red flowers and like the 

previous one I collected cuttings from another trough, see picture below, rooted them and  planted them here where 

they have been joined by a Dactylorhiza that has seeded into the cushion.  



 
 

 
A constantly changing perspective and views are revealed as I walk around the four slab beds. 



 
We grew this lovely Erodium from seed collected in Spain and remarkably it has survived our weather - it is 

particularly enjoying this warm dry period. 

 

 
Gypsophila repens, Edriant hus serpyllifolius, Potentilla pulvinari s and Erodium flowering in this slab bed. 



 
Slab bed views 

 



 
 

 
Gypsophila repens 



 
Edrianthus  serpyllifolius 

 

 



 
Slab bed views. 

 

 



 
Edriant hus serpyllifolius and Potentilla pulvinari s. 

 

 
We are trying once more to establish Phlox adsurgens óWagon Wheelô it has never survived through a winter with 

us so this time I have planted it in a well-drained area on the of one of the slab beds and may even give it a wee hat 

for the winter.  


