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Winter is reluctant to release fusm its gripas this week it came back for anotfreezingbite - againit was '
accompanied bgale force winds which are the masiallengingo thefrozenplants.
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AT B Rh 2 - N £/, The cover picture
s A i showsa group of

Narcissus
hispanicus raised
from garden seed
which has been
unaffected by the
weather

The first of the
Eranthis hyemalis
flowers to open would
have held good for
another week perhaps
but the frost and wind
has pshedthemover.
As these flowers age
their ability toopen
andclosediminishes
making them more
vulnerableto freezing
and windsbut | do
expectthat they will
have served their
purpose and seed will be s€heslightly younger flowersn the backgrounagtill have the ability tacloseandso
havebettersurvivedthis weather episodealso the seedlings ihe foregroundeemdamaged.
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The Narcissus in the bulb houses provide us with flowers from around October until May and so extends our
gardening to a fullwelve months of the yedrevenas the freezing winds blast the garden | can find some shelte
and coloumunde glass.




Narcissus
cantabricus
var. clusii

It is difficult
to choose
favouritesbut
among the
hoop
petticoas
Narcissus
cantabrcus
with its
crystalline
white corona
is right up
there

Below you
will see that
the flowers
have a slight
cream tingeas
they unfurl
but turn white
as they open.




Another form of Narcissus cantéricus with more petuniie flowers.




Narcissus albidus
It is my belief thatrying to classify the hooppetticoat Narcissuis analmostimpossible task these fants are
promiscuouslso theydo not stickto thetaxonomic rulegnd eading the various papers and botkwhichl have
accesshows how many different opinions there. dige flowers on this page are raised from Narcissusuabid

some with aolled back flange to the corona while others, see below, have a more funnel shaped corona.

Narcissus albiduswith flared and funnel shaped corona.




Narcissus romieuxiivar. rifanus has upwards facing flowers with @xted style and stagns.

| Narcissus bulbocodium hybrid.
Grown in the close proximity of the bullmuseghe promiscuity of thesdants becomes very cleandunless |
take great care to control the pollinatitve majority of the seed raised bulbs are hybrids such as this deep yello
one.




Fritillaria stenanthera
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rythingplate

Moving from the potsn the bulb hous the formerFritillaria house wherénow growe

directly intoth sand esrv
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This pot ofNarcissus asturiensigrows in an open frameyou maydetectfrom thesel-sownEranthisseedlingst
hasnot been reotted for a few yearsoweverit will get donethis summexvhenl will alsoplant someof the spare
bulbsout into a raised bed.
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bed withNarcissus hispanculseucojum vernum, éélantlsGCorydalis, ranthis, etc.




Fritillaria

imperialis is a

big bulb and

under mat

garden

conditions will =%
takefew years to fz.-
get back to ¥
flowering size- |
thethickness and
redness of the
stemsare an
indication of

those that will

flower. B
To help build the &®
bulbs | scatter ;
someN-P-K,

7-7-7 Growmore
around the base

of the stem now

T in addition this
clump would be
betterlifted this
summey

replanting the bulb&irther apart.
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cojum vernum var. carpathicum

Leucojum
vernum var.
carpathicum

Leucojum
vernumvar.

W carpahicumis

o generally
distinguisheds
having \ellow
tips to the floral

4., Ssegments
however this
form has
greenyl/yellow
tips butthe
ovariesare
yellow.
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Trillium ovatum var. maculosum

Thepatterned leaf form of Trillium ovatum has suffeegdhe handsf thefierce winds butontinues tdlower
regardles$ | am hopeful will still get seed to sett is often stated that we should grow woodland species in shac
or semishadebecausehey cannot take full suiwVell from that pointof view, Scotland is in shadl®©ur sunshine is
rarely if ever strong enough to harm thaves of thesplantshowever the other factor of elving in a woodland
habitatis that the leags are accustomedwond thatis moderatedy the treeso while they do not need shelter
from sun we do need to try and give them shelter from strong winds.

i o |

LV, P R e WPV S
Undeterred by the col@rillium nivale and Trillium ovatum var. maculosumseedlingsaregerminating as the
parents come into flower.
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Iris

Iris (’Katharihe Hodgikin 0




View looking across the Erythronium plungéh therock garderbed to the rightowards the bulb bednd garden

Erythronium caucasicum
A number of Erythronium caucasicum across the garden are ibubitchasnot beerwarm enough for the flowers
to openi someyears the early ones never get to open in our garden.



