


We are currently enjoying a spell obsn dry
weathemwith temperatures reaching 20C and
this hasacceleratethe retreadf the early
flowering bulbs to theiundergroundummer
hibernation.

The low level foliage that gt a few weeks ago
carpeted the ground is turning yellow or in some
casessuch as Corydalis soligdes alreadygone
but the ground is not left bare as the next wave
of leaf growth has now growaufficiently to
providea multi-form and texturedreen carpet
Anothernoticeabledifferenceof this seasonal
change is that many of the current bulbous
flowersdo not haveoright colours that grab
your attention but are subtk® youhave to look
to find and enjoy their beauty.

Typical Fritillaria affinis flowers are speckled
brown and gree(ieft) but there are a rangsd
colour forms that go from almost black to
yellow: the yellow oneshown on this wedk
cover imageias mne flowers on tastem

A similar colour range is found in Fritillaria
camschatensis and we have a number of these
growing around the garden but you do have to
look carefully to spot them among the mass
foliage, can you spot them in the picture below?




Fritillaria camschat censis
The easier one to spot is the Eurasian form whizs flowers that appear black until you look carefully and find
they aredark maroorwith ridges acrosghe inside of the petatfiving them gascinatingtexture Like many
Fritillaria the scenthat isdispersedrom these flowerss not pleasanto thehumannose bugllied with the dark
colour makes thenmresistibleto flies and wasp$ thereare two flies in the left flowr.
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This isone ofthe Alaskan forms of Fritillaria camschat censiswhich are distinct in coloutheyarevarying
degrees of green and browfipwer shaperad the bulb




weeks util the capsules open to release their valuable corftewering in this bed are some PafiBritillaria
camschatensis alpina auréanda form ofLilium mackliniae
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Meconopsis grandis

While we have to search to see some of the flowers, carefthouflagednto the backgroundpthers stand out
from a distancesending a strongisualsignal to any passing pollinatpramong those are the first of thise ar 6 s
meconopsis flowers.
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Meconopsis'grandismith Ramondaand Jankaemonda
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Corydalis &Craigton Purpled
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The 3e||w Fritillaria affinis and Crydalis'Craigton Purplécan both be seen in this ve\X/.

nowi asthey are wind pollinated they do not neectiwactinsectswith scent or display
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Salix boydii and Salix nakamurana va f cuitingls

Carex pendula
Carex pendulavas avolunteerto ourgarden | havewatchedt grow over a number of yeaasmdnow | can enjoy
the first flowers.
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Like willows Carex have male and female flowers with the
wind dispersing the pollen between flowers and plants.

| did introduceCarex atrata to the gardenl collecedone
small division from th&Scottishmountainsandfor many
yearsgrew it in a containerlast year | split it up and
planted some into the new narrow marginal aetke edge

of the pond

Even wthout flowers the variation of foliagarovides constant interest changing all the imine contrasting light
and shade







Milium
effusum
'‘Aureum’

and
Meconopsis
cambrica are
among a
number of
plants we
allow to seed
around(in a
semt
controlled
way)to
provide colour
through the
summer.

Vaccinium nummularia flowers over a number of weekshe last of the flowerkave just openeithese will

grow into masses of shiny black berries latethe year.



