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bulbocodiumsectionresuls in many hybrids
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The recent mild
conditionshave
resulted in many of
the Narcissugrowing
in the sand bed®
opentheir flowers
Most of the early
flowering Narcissus
tend to have white or
creamy white flowers
so | am very pleased
to have the yellow
flowering Narcissus
seedlingshown on
the front cover,
flowering now to
provide a colour
contrast.

With no labels in the
sand bed$needto
try and identify what
theymay be.This
taskis made more
difficult because

many of these bulldsave gron fronopen pollinated seedlingghich becaus ofthe promiscuitywithin the




This plant has been assigned\tarcissus cantabricus var foiosubut in Michael Sal mon
t he Genus Nar ci s sNasissushalbidug ssp. feligsashave aveaysibéen @led that this plant
was a form of Narcissus cantabricus so | do have

It is very easy when
plants are in pots just
to read the label and
never really learn to
identify them.
However | have
trained myselfo
observehem very
carefullypaying
especial attention to
key diagnostic
features, such as the
short pedicel of this
plant,to be reminded
of the name plants. It
is however also very
handy to have a
reference collection in
pots with labelslike
theseto be able talo
a direct comparison.




Both of the

Narcissus
photographed on
this page are also
seedlingghat |
believe are hybrids
- the one above is
white and the one
on the leftis a
creamyoff white.




Unusual Narcissts flower.

Oddities, like this Narcissus seedling, will often appear in plants and see&ngstimes it islamage in the bud
thatcauses mutatignvhichin this cases prevening the corona from opening out in a normal fashion but
sometimes it is a genetic mutation thait be passed to all vegatively propagatedffspring. Ifthis doesturns out
to be genetically fixed mation | am not convinced thatig a desirable one.




Narcissus
6Cr ai
Chori

Opening around a
month earlier than
last yeatthese
flowersareon one
of the seedlings
that | selected out
as being very
attractive and
named Narcissus
6Craigton
Chorister

Narcissus O6Craigton Choristero




Another white
Narcissus
seedling that
has increased
by division to
form three
bulbs has

some
similarities to

Narcissus el

albidus ssp. ’——————-1——-1-|- B W r A e v
foliosusbut | \

suspect that it

is a hybrid.

Crocus niveus
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There are plenty more Narussus buds comlngjgin the sand to keep us in flowers all the way through to the e
of next spring.




Many of the
autumn leaves
have fallen
however the two
Acer japoncum
seedlings nearest
the house have
only recently
coloured up to
create a heatt
warming yellow
glow outsde our
sitting room
window.

As we share the
garden with the
birds it is
appropriate that
we should also
share our home
with bird carvings.
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The many trees and shru e a welcoming habitat providing food and shelter for theréird
is a wood pigeon nest in this traed there are alwaydenty of snall birds foragingamong the branches
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At a time wherso anyplah areretrating' undefrurictake plesrmeleavestht stay greeauch as thee
Helleborus and ferns
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Not all plantdose
their leaves in the
run upto winteri
someCorydalis
such as
Corydalis
&Craigton
Purplebhave
evolved totake
advantage of the
cool moist
conditionsof late
summer autumn
to produce their
new leaves

In Bulb Log 3318
| was splitting

Corydalis
6Craigto
and poted up

some of the

smallest offsets
placing fourinto

each of thesécm pots



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2018Aug151534330274BULB_LOG_3318.pdf

4 B .
D | A
ot (SN { . \

Al

i ; 1 A Se ! A & N I g LN VIR - NN A e
| selectedCorydaliscCraigton Purpléas the best from a number of seedlifgse is asisterplantgrowing happily.
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Corydalis cCraigton Bluedis relaed to and | suspect a paf‘éntjof: rai v t oits le®vasrage blso dvell into
growthand will remain greethroughouthe winter.

Herethe leaves
of two very
different plants
show similarities,
Corydalis
chaerophylla
along with a
naturalisedern.
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I will cut these frondgackin late winter teencourage theew growth. Here alstne leaves o&n Epimedium




| donotfind some of the largdEpimediums
to bethe bestompanion plant& associate
with the bulbs They are fine planted in
among bigger shrubs btitar woody
rhizomegleft) will spread oujust below the
surfaceforming such a dense matatbulbs
growing belowcannot push through

There ardhowevermanyotherless invaive
Epimediumghatwill make excellent
companions one is thesmall leaved
deciduouspimedium grandiflorum in
autumn colour below.




Molly works with me in the garden and is standing besidértughplantedup with Ramondawhich also retain
their leaves through the winter.

AspleniumtrichomanesRamonda and Hepatiedll all keep their leaves through the winter.



