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| return again to the
flowering stars of
autumn,Colchicum,
Crocusand Gyclamen
Last Wednesday, as |
prepared to load Bulb
Log 39, we had an
unusually warm sunny
autumn day which
resulted in all the flowers
opening and delivering
the best dy for autumn
crocus flowers | can
remember in our garden.

One week on the two flowers Grocus kotschyanusn the foregroundhad become fivethe subjec of this
we e k 0 s-one ofthe character features of this species is the shape of the centvakzgekoat one time it was

known as Crocus zonatus.
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other species.




Here another
group of
Crocus
pulchellus

seeded at the &

edge of a
path.

The warm
day also
brought out
many
pollinators,
mostly hover
flies, and |
hope that will
result n a

good seed set '

in the spring
to sustain
further
generations
and keep
aheadof the
predation by
mice.

Crocus nudif
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lorus flowers open in the sunshine.




Many bulbs will
form clumps in the
garden but | prefer
to plant them
individually asl i
did here in the new |
bed | created las

year.

In time many will
form clumps which
| canchoose to
leaveor split up
replaning the
cormssingly again
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Crocus speciosuslark form
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AutumnCrocus growing together in the rock garden bed.




”, 1 . .
Colchicum agrippinum
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Moving in to the bulb houses where new growths are emerging every day.




Crocus karduchorum is increasing well in the sand doirg up in a year so one last year became two this, abov
and two became four below.

Crocus karduchorum
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Sternbe'rgia sicula




Sternbergia
clusianais
flowering again
this year and | am
using my finger to
transfer pollen
ontothe stigma in
hopng fora
successful
pollination and
some seed.

While | had the
pollen on my
finger | also cross
pollinated it with
the Sternbergia
sicula flowers that
are also flowering
in this sand bed.



Sternbergia clusiana

Perhaps | did not need bother as a group of hover flies arrived working between the various fldwespect
that the hook likeppendagesnthe outer three floral segmenthich aretippedwith dhairdhave evolved to ek
the scent antlelpattract pollinatorsl have observed this feature thre flowers ofmany other gegraof bulbs.
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Stembergiaéicula

I do not know if these two species will hybridise but | have nothing to lose in trying the cross.



Regular readers will know
that having watered the
bulb houses at the
beginning of September |
always apply a second
complete storm on the'l
October. The precise
timing of these two
soakings is not critical and
indeed in warmer areas it
may be best to delay them
for around a month but
you should deliver two
complete thorough
waterings to ensure that
there is sufficient water to
support the growth od
good rootsystem
In between thesevo
storms| have been giving
additional water tsome
individual plantsn the
sandandpots as | gauged
necessaryFrom now on my genefrguide is to water in proportion to the amount of leaf growthore leaves will
use water up quicker. The frequency of watering also depends on the tempeavataner conditions leat more
transpiration and evaporation t@twaterusage and logseeds to be replaced.

A da or so after atering the nd beds I will crefuIIy go over the sand with a small |mlemtof some kinc
break the surface back into a cruimib | do not do this a imperviaiscrust will form and patches of fine material
wash to the surfacghich can leado the growth of mossna algae.



