


| need to
qualify that
statement
because not all
leaves are
attractive as
evidenced on
the front drive
where
windblown
leaves blow in
from the street
smotheing the
driveway
plantingand
becoming a
hazard where
they build up by
the steps.
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In a relatively

small area théeaf
vac that | use not
only eases the task
but it shreds the
leaves down to a
fraction of thér
volume




=% | never discard the
P leaves they are
<. natureds s

conditioner
returning organic
matter, nutrients
and trace elements
to the soil.
| have compost
heaps especially for
leaves where they
can break down
into a leaf mould or
if left long enough
into a leaf soil.
Through the years
these heaps have
providedthe entire
humus component
that we need for
our potting mixes
as well as material
for mulching the
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| will also often pile the shredded leaves directly on to a bed, like here underta bre spread as a mulch when
the herbaceous growth dies backmpletely

{g s
The
cloud effect foliage padseft is beforeand right after




Another seasonal task is to tidy the feanhere | am weeding and checking some of the pots of Erythmoenna
to my horror while lifting the potsfound evidence of the scale of our garden mollusc problems.
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Slugs and Snails
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Hycin hoie lingulataand rochs ts:hyans




Crocus
pulchellus
Crocus
ligusticus and
Crocus
longiflorus
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Crocus wattiorum




Crocus wattiorum

The floralsegment®f Crocus wattiorunexhibitavery exaggeratedeflexing actiorevenat a relatively low
temperature.
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It is very important to removeng of the fading flowers frorplants suc Syclamen mirabe - if you miss
any they can quickly beconaehost forgrey mould which will cross infe@ny leaves they come in contact with.
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Crocus flowers shouldisobe pluckedff cleanlyas tley collapse.




Crocus ligusticus and Crocus g#nicus

Crocus
laevigatus



