» %o o -?'w,‘ 7, ‘o :: . '“av A -

v
dl >
, ,.*»qo u! d e *

SRGC *'--‘*"" .‘@U.l'b Log Ql I.’y Se-ISSN 25146114 i
T "M-‘"- %dte,yt@@r’foung 4 K. %

.--;_-.,..”.,f.‘ ’ft Qctober2018




With the sun
y gettinglower in
' the sky and the
temperature
falling to the
extent that we
have had the first
frosts the various
forms ofRoscoea
~ purpurea have
- finally stopped
o flowering but
before theyslip
back downo their
' underground
retreat they delier
yet another blaze
of colour as the
leaves turn from
green to a deep
; warm yellow
contrasting
beautifully with
~ the red/purple
| stems.

The bright red colour of thes®dophyllum hexandrumfruits indicate they are fully ripe and are already
attractingthe grazing attentioaf thegarden fauna so | would be wise to collect and disperse the seeds.




Eucomis autumnalrs ssp amaryllrfolrusr not hardy enough to survrve planted out in our garden however | can
keep it going by growing it in pots. Last weetnbved these pots back under glass where they will be allowed to
dry out and they wil/ not be watered again until

more task to carry out and that is to gather and sow some seed.
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The onlydifference between tketwo lots ofseedss those on the right came from a more advanced capsule tha
had started opening to shed the se@d® capsulevithdraws support to the seed as it opens exposing the seed t
the atmosphere causing the outengki harden and turn dark in colour.
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Both lots of
seed are
viable and as
you see here |
have sown
some direct
from the
plantand will
placethis
seed pot in
one of the
bulb houses
wherel will
keep it moist
not letting it
dry out

| showel the fruits ofFuschia procumbensa few weeks back growing on thesedwall when | stated that they
are often eaten by birds and slugs. As | want some seed to sow | decided not to leave them at risk any longe
have collected a few capsules thad peovided me with plenty seed which has also been sown
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Crocus ochroleucus al bus C. ongiforus
Crocus flowers continue rising up in the sand bedsning when the sun warms the air enough to eagetthem
to display their wonderful colour.

Crocus
longifloru s




Crocus
goulimyii

Crocus ochroleucus albus
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Having lifted a lot of leaves last week the ground is again covered with another fajldieigill continue well

into December and beyond as some of the Cotoneaster while hang on to their leaves until trenspsimgdding
them ifthe temperaturdrops severely

A number of our
rhododendrons
are around 5
metes in height
so when | am
underneath
clearing leaves |
take a minute to
look up and
enjoy the
wonderful
indumentum
that some
specieaveon
the backof their
leaves.

Rhododendron
rex subsp.
fictolacteum




'Rhododendronburvii ‘
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As | walk between the bulb houses Bye is alwag drawn down attracted by the foliage of the various Cyclame
growing in this outside sand bed which | have to pass. | construcigidgt cast concrete paving edging which |

filled to a depth of around 30cms with sharp sand so it is a bit like a tratlghutva lase
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Moving round | come to one of the many groupings of troughs we dlenast all of which | have magdmany

based around a cement mixture.

Sometimes
through a
year the
troughs get
left to fend
for
themselves
howeverl
do like to
get davn to
check how
the plants
are doing
especially
after what
has been a
challenging
year with a
very cold
winter
followed by
an unusually
hot dry
summer.
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The saxifrages more or less shut down in the summer but since it cooled down in August they tiazegoo
period of growth however so have the mosses and liverworts. | have found that while the liverworts are not s
good growing companions some moss can on occasions prove beneficggdting a substrate that the saxifrages
can root into. Over the wnter | will work to remove the troublesome liverwort and find a balance with the moss
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Like all plants the
liverworts require
the correct
environment to
grow in and it is
very noticeable to
me how it can run
rampant in some
troughs yet be
compktely absent
in others
Constant surface
moisture is
beneficial to the
growth of
liverwort, however
there must be other
critical factors that
prevent it growing
is some troughs
and | will strive to
understand exactly
why that is.




In 2008 | created
a high crevice
landscape in this
granite trough,
carved out of a
recycled paving
slab, using
recycled roofing
slates As is my
preference |
planted it up with
small cuttings
from a selection
of plants.
Compare this
with the same
trough (below)
ten years oto
see which plants
survivei note
especially the
small grey
Raoulia towards
the front right
corner.
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The Raoulia australis has spread out cIimbing up the landscagie that liverworts never grow in this trough.
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e are three séifrags growinthis trough, on the If is a late spring flowering form there is an early sprin
flowering from just visible on the top right of the mound and the paler green rosettes of Saxifraga Jthatonis
spread by long thin stolonare running all over.

Oncemore it is
interesting to compare
this with the same
trough from 2008
when it was newly
landscaped with
limestone marl and
planted up with a
range of small
saxifrage cuttings.

| always have a
dilemma deciding
what to do when the
plants grow so well
that ey completely
cover the rock work
like this. My ideal
stage is when there is
balance between
exposed rock and
plant.
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This trough with limestone marl contains a ssdeding colony of Erinus alpinus that always seems to retain the

perfect balancbetween exposed rock and plant.

There comes a
stage irthe

life of every
trough when it
has to be re
worked.

After around
ten years the
rock work on
this trough
apart from the
large upright
rock had been
completely
over grown by
plants so a few
monthsago |
stripped off
the growth
and replanted
it with a new
range of
cuttings




After six yearsa cement landscaped troughote the mMoss growing on the broken cement rock.
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A small trough, landscap nd planted with sempervivum.




Book Review

| recently received a copy of a new book
on making hypertufa containers to
review.

The book starts with a brief history of
growing plants in troughs followed by
the obvious advantages and attractions
there are of growing, especially alps)

in suchcontainers.

The core of the book takes you through
the very easy to follow method of
making a hypertufa trougstarting from
the basic raw materialnd ending with
acompleted and planted container.

The author explains her hypertufa recipe
giving detailed descriptions of the
various stages you need to create your
own container.

The main method involves building up
the container around a shaped sand
mouldand shows number of forms

tried and tested by the author over many
years.

| find this sand mouldan interesting

method of forming a container and once you have some experieneelio@ able to use your imagination and
create your own unique shapsEsvhatever size you wish

Having completed your container the book leads you througallttiee stages of filling, landscaping, planting and

placing thecompleted containeia the garden.

The importance of drainage is well explained in the soil recipe and | am delighted to Aae thé explamation

of why you shouldhotuse a layer crdes in the bottom. Too many writers and broadcasters still repeatittiated
method of adding a layer of crocks that science tells us does not improve the datelhgeleed ithas the very
opposite effecof trapping water in the upper layers of thix.

Next to be covered is the landscaping and planting and there are a range of ideas illustrated to start you off

especially if you are new to this kind of gardening and need
some guidance. There is sensible advice that with larger
troughs it is bedb place them in situ before you add to the
weight by filling and planting it uplusthere is a chapter on
where it is best to place your trough.

A good part of the book describasd illustrates various
planting styles with many suggestions of suitatiésis
Obviously the choice of the plants will depend on your local
climate and conditionss explained by thauthor andnost of
the plants suggted are suitable for beginners

| was surprised to see the inclusion of some beautiful pictures
of rosulde violas growing in their native high elevation south
Andean home however the reason for their inclusion is
explained in the text.

The book is intensively illustrated with step by step pictures
that even without the text outlinkea u t hneethads
however he engaging easy to read text will draw you in.



