


What is a garden?

That is a question | continually ponder
as | walk around viewing gardens in the
area.

Admittedly it is mostly front gardens
that | see and obviously there is a wide
rangeof styles fom the extreme where
the entire front has been lcbkocked or
tarmacked to look like a carpark or
garage forecourto some very colourful
well-planted combinations that are a
delight to the eyas well agroviding
valuable habitat for the wild life.

Gardens are obviously important for
many reasons and have beeantioned
througtoutwritten history from the
Garden of Ederzethsemane, the
Hanging Gardens of 8igemyuptihe mady gardethseof nhbdemdimes. Some people ju
seem to want something that is easily kegquiring little work others@ n 6t mi nd t h e wendek
square of grass surrounded by neat narrow borders showing little imaghitadevermy favourites are more
creative in both layout and plantinfo some of these people our front garden must look like a chaotic wildernes
which is exactly what | want it to b&ost weeks in the Bulb Log | will feature individual or groups of plants ofte
looking at the detail but this week | am looking at the bigger pictheeplants that form the structure of the
garden.
| took most of lhe pictures in this Bulb Log early on Sunday morning in light drizzle as | walked around
contemplaion. The first picture is the view as | step out of the back door and is typical of many gardens with p

of plants, cuttings and seedlings, watering carikthe other signs that reminds me this is a working garden not a
show garden.

For much of
the growing
season our
attention is
attracted
towards the
flowering of
the ground
level plantings
but, now the
long season of
flowers '
provided by
our dense
plantingis
slowing

down, our
eyesare
drawn
upwards
through the
colourful
textured
layers of
shrubs and
trees.
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When | am in the garden | want to as if | coudrba landscapean open woodland habitat which in itself
contains multiple habitats.
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There is no point from Whereyou can the whole garpathways invite you to walk and elre and as | wal
more habitats are revealed.




At the right of the paisone of the a | yrworking o\ihg some plats to create
space for others. Our garden is so densely planted that in most instances if we want to plant something then
something has to come out to make the space.
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A few steps furtbr on and | get a glimpse through to nte pah which |
gardenSpot the lantern which you will see again further dowmu continue tovalk with me.




Further down nIy opes up
directions.

oundtheraisedcentralbed which as well as being a
feature andhabitat in itself containsseveraimorehabitas such as the planting spaces betweeneéhgal rocksof
the wall.
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Beingsofailiar with the garderandknowing how the waves adlour, provied bythe bulbs and other plants

carpet the ground for snanymonths the garden seems bare jostv but standing back and looking at what is
visible now | realisethis is the garden

Various
forms of
raised beds
are to be
found in
several place
around the
garden

To the right
of the central
raised bed is
the raised
wall and
walking
downthe
pathbetween
themleads
meto an area |
currently
going .
through some
major
changes.




For interest andomparisorl have includedwo historical shots of the same aredbove when we still had some
grass and belowafter we lifted the grassith thenewly laid gravel.
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When yu first start cr'éating a garden the aim is to get it planted up and encourage growth however this gro
does not stop and there comes a paimtre your main taséwitches tocutting back and taking outwhich I am
doing atthe far end of theaised wall

The shrubs were
dominating the
groundspace
inhibiting growthand
hiding the far end of
the walland dter
careful consideration
we decided to cut
back orremovea
number of
Rhododendrons
While you can
change your mind
when making the
original plantings
whenit is easy to
move the small plants
around you cannot
reverse the cutting
back or removing of
thirty plus year old
subjects.




i > 4
This end of the wall had
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disappeared from view under the Rhododendron gromttwasi
branche®f a number of treesl alsoremoveda nunber ofcommon volunteeferns whichhad colonised the wall

While | was
removing one
of the ferns |
lifted the root
mat that came
up like arugo
reveal the
original gravel
areal garden
archaeology.
Leaves and
debris had
gathered on
this corner of
the gravel
forming the
perfect habitat
to allow the
fern to spore
grow outside
of the original
bed- the rocks
just
disappearing
out of view at
theleft of the
pictureformedthe edge




My wee helpeMolly peaks through the overgrowth of trees and shrubs on the top of the wall which are also b
assessed to see what we will leave and what we will cut back.

The reverse view looking from the high siofethe wall towards the bed | am opening up.



