SRGC ----- Bulb Log Diary ----- ISSN 25146114

Pictures and text © lan Young

BULB LOG 38....ccveeen...... 19" SeptembeR018

Autumn Colchicum
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ch agrippinum

| feature a portrait of
Colchicum agrippinum
on the cover to show how
the autumn flowering
colchicum can flower
without water in fact

they do not even need to
be planted to know when
to flower. | would not
recommend this as the
ideal treatment but is

fun to observe the growth
like this. | will plant this
as the flowers fade and
the roots will grow when
they detect water. | have
more than one form of
Colchicum agrippinum
this planting is the same
clone as the one shown
on the cover and it is
more prolifc in its rate of
increase than the other




thatColchicum agrippinunis a hybrid betweeg. variegatum and C. autumnal®d it is entirely possible that there
is more than one such hyprid.

Colchicum agrippinum




The naming of cultivated forms of colchicum,veish so manyplants can become confused and you \iiild lots
of very similar looking plants being distributed under different names.




While | understand the
need fo order | have a
relaxed attitude to cultivar
names and if | like a plant |
am happy to grow it
without the need to know
its name.

Many years ago we were
given some colchicums
from a very old garden
which included this lovely
tessellated hybrid but
nobodyknew any names.
As the picture show it is a
fine plant with good sized
well marked flowers and it
also increases well forming
clumps

I like to divide clumps
regularly replanting the
bulbs individuallyi within
a year or two they will
produce multiple thwers.

Colchicum tessellated
hybrid
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cultivarscatch the sun aneven
theystill manage t@mpentheir flowersand make a colourful display
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Crocus speciosus

For the less experiencesdho arenotsure if you are loking at a Crocus or a Coldumthe best way to tell is to
count the pollen bearing anthers, Crocus have three while Colchicum have six




us flowers appearing al
and white forms o€rocus nudiflorus on the left anag Crocus banaticuson the right.

Crocus nudiflorus Crocus banaticus
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shows theifferencein size

Crocus ocusxantholaimos

The pebble bed
started as a
sand bed where
we had a lot of
Crocus-
howeverthe
mice found it
too easy tadig
down in the
sand and eat the
corms A few
years ago |
coveredhe
sandin pebbles
which greatly
restricted the
ability of the
mice to dig
down tothe
cormsand
crocusflowers
are now
returning




Crocus xantholaimos




Note that thessisterseedlinggrom Crocus xantholaimosave white pollerichewed awaypn the righ) indicating

hybridization.

"

Crocus nudiflorus albus
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These o forms ochus nudiflorusre groingin one f the Erythroniusand plunge bed#ere is a plunge
baskein thebedshown in thepreviaus picturethat was originall planted up with Crocd3rlada white form of
Crocus nudiorus While | try and keegOrlabseparateover the years it has escaped fromdmefines of the

basket by both stolons and by seedirtg the sangdso now we hBve amix which includes a nuber of whittones
as well as the typical purple coloured forms.




This is thebox where | grew somef thedouble form ofSanguinana:anadensmhwh | used tcreplatevery year
to speedthe rate of increaggowever in recent yeaend despite the best of intentions it has marbsplit.

Regular readers may remember thainehowa bulb of Galanthus nivalis got into tlaad has sinceultiplied to
produce large numbers of flowezarly in the yeabefore the Sanguinaria gets gaihgoking down you can see
how thegrowth of theSanguinariahizomess distorting the sides of thgolystyrenebox.



