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Trillium rivale

This week | am featuring
another of my altime
favourite plants Trillium
rivale or if you want to be
up to date with
Phylogenetic analyses
and biogeography of
Trilliaceae by Susan B.
Farmer published in 2006
- Pseudotrillium rivale -
where it isproposedo be
the only member of a
monotypic genuskver
since | started growing
this plant from seed |
recorded differences
betweernit and the other
Trilliums starting with the
form of the seed leaf
which is broad like a
miniature mature leaf
rather than the typical
narrow strap shaped trillium seed lea@$o the DNA in this study indicatghat it has its own place within the
Trilliaceaefamily tree.

Pseudotrillium rivale
Fortunately this charming plant seems very at home growing in odemgand as the majority otir plants are
raisedthroughsuccessivgenerations of seed from our own garden they have become further adapted to our
growing conditions.




Pseudotrillium rivale comes in a range of colours from all white, through shadpimbkfto those dramatically
spotted with dark purple.
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Pseudotrillium rivale




This, the very first form oPseudotrillium rivale we ever grewcame from the late Harold Besiont and while
the rhizomes have increased well forming clupipsas never set seadhlike all the other forms we grow.




As well as allowingPseudotrillium rivale to seed around the garden | continue to baskes of seedsuch as this
tuckedinto one of the frames

The best Way tensure a good seed set is to do as I d|d Ipmm out a pot of mlxed seedllngs thelmlltates
cross pollinabn and as seefrom the manysurroundingself-sown seedlings a very fertile clump
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For several yearinspired by a habitat | visited in south Oregbhave been encouragimgeudotrilli
grow between the rocks of the raised wall especially below the pine
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Pseudotrillium rivale are among a number of Iant gring on the face of the walll.




Pseudotrillium rivale and Erythronium seedlings growing on the wall.




Pseudotrillium rivale with nicely marked leaves with cluster of last yeaseedgerminatingn the pine duff




We also groeriIIim hibersonii in a number of bitats around the gard@lthugh | have always thought it
distinct some lump this as a form of Trillium ovatum but the same paper that | meshéloovesuggestshis as a
good species.




You may have noticed that thisillium hibbersonii has extra floral parts, an extra petal, extra stigma branch, a
extra stamend find this a very frequent trait displayed on a goodpprtion of the flowers in our garden every
year. While they are genetically inclined to this mutation it is not fixed, the flowers above and below are a sinc
clone emerging from a single branched rhizome.




These are the first fleers on arrillium ovatum raised from wild collected seed and newly planted out from the
seed pot.
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Here are th&@rillium ovatum seedllngssown in 2014before I planted them out stlll growing in the original pot
they have not been pricked out or pdtta. | prefer not to prick out Trillium until they are big enough to flower
unless | have sown them very densely in which case | will move them on when they are around two or three \

old and while they are in leaf growth.
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Tr|II|um ovatum
Our conpost is openmaking it very easy to separate the individual seedlings, many now in flower, without

damaging thie roots



Trillium ovatum

All these plants of varying sizes and maturity are from the same seed sowing in 2014.



