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The flowers and fruits
of Roscoea
'Harvington Imperial ,
Codonopsisgrey-
wilsonii and Arisaema
nepenthadesrising
through the ground
cover foliage provide
the colour on this
weekOds cove
however this is not the
most floriferous time
of the year in our
garden as we wait for
the autumn floweng
bulbsto appear.
However the trees and
shrubs provide plenty
of colour, shape and
form as well as
valuable habitat for the
wild life.
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Followingan f r om ast s climate change {tnbteoundthd d
garden but around the neighbourhplodking at some of the front gardens that we pass bye. Gardens play a ve
important part in the ecology and combined thegyresent a large chunk of the green spandsicdiversityin
our towns and citieghey should be cherisheanjoy the following photo essay.
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Even in a flat without a gardemou can still grow a wide range of plamigh some pos and dedication
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It seems to be a particularly good year for Hydrangééch seem to be ve opular around he they
do thrive on plenty of moisture and there are a lot of culti@ppearing in the garden centres
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It is often said that the colour depends on the PH of the soil with emietid producing

always bensceptical of that as | do not see the evideadmckup thatbelief. | think it is much more to do with
the variety because | am seeing many different colour forms in the same or adjacent gardens. years bhgve
observed the plant on the lefthich every year has both blue and pinky/purple flowers on the samel lolash

suspecthat temperature caffectthe hueof many blue plantwith colder conditions producing more intense
blues.
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Apart from ours

there are not too many great pity because | think th
great value to 1 neighbourhood both aesthetically and environmentally. | love this simple combination of birc
and grasses.
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| have always liked grasses and pl@asedhat in recent years they me more popular in gardens howe
| am not so keen on thpampagyrass Cortaderia selloanghown below.
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Cortaderia selloana is a striking plant but it needs a large garden or better still the South American Pampas tc
scale. It is also a prolific seeder and | eomstantlyseeing seedlings growing all arounaee in thegutters and
cracks in the pavement where it can become a menace.
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I am not such a fan of grass when it is a | awn b

A very typical Aberdeen garden is a rectangular lawn surrounded by narrow rose beds which is odd because
summer weather is not always conducive to the flowering of roses.
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to cover their fetit gardeﬁ in such an impervious

or be allowed

surface as tarmathave to accept that not everyone is interested in plantgarmac?

| cannot imagine why anyone would choose

At least covering your garden in gravel allows rain water to soak away slowly into the ground although I just

theoverwhelmingurge to start scattering seeds across this bare patch.
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There is a very interesting combination of
and Hostanote the bicoloured Hydrangea.




sizebas a lot of promise buitwould prefer to use the smaller
pebbledo form a dry rivelbbed meandering diagonally across the gaplasa more imaginativéayoutin the
planting ofthe few shrubs.
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ith the curved shapes and co rasting eds.




There is a warning here that when you plant what looks like a small Hebe, it may even be sold in the alpine/r
garden section, and indedgky are relatively low growing but if left to their own devices they can spread out to
cover a substantial sifea | most 1/ 3 of this gardenl I think thi

Locblocis very popular which istdeast sempermeable and in thaspect better than tanc Whentheycoveran
entire garden it looks to me like a garage forecourt



