


It is a few weeks now since the first flower openedCyananthus lobatus now it is reallyehriching the garden
with a colourful display of its violet blue flowers. With plenty more buds to ¢gmuavth will continue well into

Octoberand dependingnwhen the weather turns coltican flower through November
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The right hand ie of his roughdsminated by the bright green rosetteSakifaga brunonisa plant ht ha
more decorative value in its foliage and the bright red runners produced earlier in the Beléisbog 2813 than it
is for its flowersi did you notice the flower?



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2013Jul101373457945BULB_LOG_2813.pdf
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Saxifaga brunonis

The small yellow flowersvhich are not produced in great numbese from the single rosettes.

This plant wants to be on the move as every year newtessge sent out on long thin red runners to search for
new habitats in which to set down roots and indeedn though it has never set sgetlas managed tmigrate-
establising itself in several adjacent troughs and raised beds




Epipactis helleborine

Last yeamwhen cutting back and removing some shrubs to open up the ground plantihgasegdelighted to find
a small plant oEpipactis helleboringrowing under one of the RhododendreesBulb Log 3319. So as not to
disturb it | decided not to remove the stump and rootsatftiododendron however the orchid has not appeared
this year| am always cautious at jumping to conclusions butwdader if t was relianbn the rhododendron
being alive howevelhere may be other reasons why it has not come up this year



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2018Aug151534330274BULB_LOG_3318.pdf

Orobanche hederae

My philosophy is that a gardener is g
habitat manipulator as we try to
provide suitable growing conditions
for a wide range of planthowever
some plants have other ideas and
choose their owoften unlikely,
habitatsn whichto grow.

While putting outone of the wheelie
bins this week | was surprised and
delighted to find this tall flowering
stem ofOrobanche hederae

commonly called the lvy Broomrape g

growing among the bins.

Many years ago we did get some se#

which we scattered among the ivy
growingon the wall below the front
hedge and after a number of years
did spot a single flower stem but

Shortly after finding the firsEpipactis helleborinat the

top of the garden | discovered another under this pine th
has been growonin a small concrete container for thirty
years. | have no idea how this plant got there | speculate
that the tiny dust like seeds of this pant must be blown i
on the wind and if they land in a suitable habitat then the
will grow.

since then we have seen nothing. There could easily have been flowers in previous years that we did not noti
from the size of this flowering stem Ispect that this is not the first time it has flowef®dobanche hederag a
parasitic plant without chlorophyll totally dependent onvishost so | will be watching for the seed to ripen so |
can scatter it around other areas where we havespgally along the back wall.




| am working on repotting some of the Erythroniuagsoncentrating on those that have not been done for a numb
of years Since it was last planted an extensive growth of hedge antisdave forced theway in to plunder
the nutrients and leafmould in the compost of this mesh basket.




is still good
of leafmould and nutrients, N and P, with some bonemeal.

The emptied out
contents show just
how intense the
compettion for the
available nutrients
and moisture
between the
Erythronium bulbs
and the invading
rootsmust have
been

Even with

additional annual
feedingas they
increase in number
the Erythronium
bulbs would start

competitionfrom
each other as well
as these hungry
roots.




/; 'i i /A . ' ¢ " : .‘ : i ~ N
Erythronium bulbs last or'le year but are replaced by a new bulb the remains of the previous bulbs can often k
towards the base where theynainlike links in a chain.

Erythroni ubulbs Ei rened
Some Erythroniunbulbs, especially the cultivars and hybrids, will form offsets such as shown above where the
row is of the original bulbs and the smaller bulbs in the bottom row being thetredigess.
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sket up withelseaf the potting mix and plunging it back into

one of the sand beds.
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These are the bulbs of one of tagthronium re volutum hybrids that | amtrialling to assess they are worthy
of being named and distributeds you can see above and below they make good sized strong bulbs and incre;
well so they are passing that test.
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From the large mature Erythronium bulbghe previous pictures to some small seedling bulbs grown from a wilc
collection of an Erythronium specieaslated to Erythronium grandiflorurfound on Mount PrevosYancouver
Island. | do not normally repot bulbs seedling so soon but | amtkestndymore of this specias flower so |

have moved them from a seed pot into a mesh basket.

Fritillaria
pyrenaica



