


back door.

The warm autumn colours of the leaveshow on the
cover picture belie the fact of how dark and miserable
the weather has been for most of the wéttavy low
cloudandconstant rain meant that we never saw
daylight at all- in Scotland we have a wordrfthis kind
of weather dreich - which in a recent poll has been
voted as the most popular Scottish word.

Even in the short periods when the rain did stop the
ground was so wet that it was not practicedet on

with any of the garden jobs such as liftiegves which
wereall stuck to the ground with water.

| started to writeuckily we have good views from the
windowsbuntil | realised that these views dhe result
of designnot luck. We laid the garden out so that we
could see many of the garden feasifrom the house
including the trees and troughs where we watch

from our place ofcomfort, the birds foragingWith the
many trees and shrubs we have plastieel garden
mimicsa woodlandfull of habitatswhich attract a wide
range of birds and this week I disturbealwoodcock
resting beneath a Rhododendron. It is not unusual as
often see woodcock in tlgardenat thistime of yeari

the November full moon is often called the Woodcock
Moon as theradition is that the birds used the light of
the moon to guide themigration across the North Sea
from their summer home in Scandinavia to over winter
in the UK.

The colour is provided by the Acer japonicleaves
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examples of tree peonies sit
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The leaves of Peony ostia
brown when | often have to cut them off.
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The pictures above and below were taken just a few minutes apart but are very different in colour. When taki
image above | was not happy thtavas capturing the colour that | was experiendinigwas taken using the auto
white balance setting so | changed that setting to cloudy for the second picture below which captures the war
the colour more accurately.
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aves from the troughs and raised beds in addition to removing the remains of the
Cyananthus lobatus that spreads over and trails down this end of the slab bed.




| have gathered the stems of the Cyananthus in preparation to removing this oldsgrivwithes not lead to
damage of th&larcissus and other buldksaveswhich arealready in growth.

This picture taken in April shows the emrin roh of eCyanantus which at this stage looks more like :
cushion plant than a trailérit is surrounded bgomeflowering bulbs.
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Two more comparison pictureshe oneabovetaken thisveek and below one taken in A
Cyananthus were in full flower.
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efallen aceleaves before long.
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e the saxifrages have grown to completely cov
rock work.
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other tough plantewith smifrage.

Molly leads me up the garden path



