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Crocus laevigatus

Crocus laevigatus

The beautiful
compact flowers of
Crocus laevigatus
bring us great
pleasure as the
colours brighten
the dark days of
winter.

As different clones
can flowersome
months apart this
species has the
longest period of
flowering of all the
specesthat we
grow. The ones |
show here are
growing in the
bulb housegeither
in pots or the sand
beds but we also
have it growing
outside.




The pure whlteCrocus ochroleucus aIbus anda form ofNarmssusaIbldus both flowerlng ina sand bed
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Sternbe gia lutea,
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Galanthus reginae olgae




Ensuringthe bulbshave
sufficient watetto support |
their winter growthis
important especially as
our weather has not been'
that cold | would not
water whae it is freezing
but the darkblanketof
cloudhas kept the
temperatureselatively
mild allowing for gowth
so | have been watering
When watering the sand
beds | add around half
strengthtomatotype
liquid fertiliser.
Unfortunatey the dark
conditions also leatb
etiolated growtlwhenthe
plantsdesperatelpush
upwardsseelng better
light.

Narcissus albidus
We now have a handful of Narcissus in floweit by this timemost yearsve would have many more in flower
you only need to checkackpreviousBulb Logsaround this timeo see that. It is not that wall fail to get flowers
becausé¢hereare plety of budsshowing butthey are just going to flower lat#ris season



Narcissus romieuxii
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At last | got a dry weather window to be able to make a staté aves, cut back the remains of
old growth and prepare the beds for the new seasons growth. Some plants such as the large Cyclamen hede
seen here take advantage of the lack of competition and have already a good growtteat¥esgwlhich will stay
green for months until they eventually die back next summer.
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Whenl sy the weather was dry | mean it wsan:tUaIIyrainingbt the grUndnd leavesemainedverywet so |
could not use the leafac which clogs up when the leaves are so,Wetvever | could use the blowdoag with
the good old methods of the snow shovel and hand scoops.

. NG - |
G % r/ 3 S ”

| Nely'iiféd,“one ear old and two ar old leaves.
The autumn leaf fall inota waste produdb be disposg of but a valuable resourcessential to retain a healthy
soil so it should be recycled in some way. On some of the shrub beds the leaves can be left where they fall fc

a natural mulch to slowly break down and return their goodness to the soil ashappétin nature. Those that |
have to lift | place ira heap to break down to form leaf mauddentually decaying to form‘deaf soil’.
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After six months on the leaf heap the Ieaves have broken down enough tdldadzamd added to the pottlng mix
this box however showse year old leaf mould



If Ieft on the hea[f)or Ionger the leaves gradually dlsmtegrfmmmg aleaf 50|t thesearetwo year oId Ieaves that |
amspreadin@s a mulclonone of the bulb beds

I have tided ad mulched this erIy flowerlng bub bed Wlth some of the two yearlein‘ son’
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cess ewaher and time emitsncudh(j i bed
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The rock garden bed.

)

dable pole saw and lopper a few weessnagdl, | finally got roundto
doing a bit more work with the lopper attachment os Betula utilis and then shredding the pile of trimmings.




Shredded prungs.
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As | walk around the garden | notice some of the dried Erythronium seed stems risling ub through the evergre
carpet of Pyrola leaves
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With the back light | can see thatesvafter four months or more of opening a quantity of seed still remains in so
of the capsules.




Erythronium seed

| step in to give a
helping handy
scatteing these
remainng seeds
aroundthe area
where Icut back
some shrubs to
openup the ground
planting area.

| note that this seec
looks plump and
hydratedunlike
artificially stored
seedwhich by this
time would be
wrinkled and
needing soaked
beforebeingsown
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It is not just me that is interested in the seeds from the gatdenhrush has seen off a bldukd taking over this

Sorbus huphensis as its food sourdeook this picturavith my newcompactcamera on 40X zoonmand held
through the kitchen windoandin poor light conditons.........



