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This past weekahthe two lans, that is lan Chistand myselftravelledto County Carlow inreland where we
were the speakers thteir annualSnowdrop Gala. The event started on the Fridily anevening of talks hosted
by Altamont Plant Saleselebrating the life and work of the former owoéAltamont GardensCorona North
twentyyearsafter her passindt wasfascinatingearning about the history of this amazing vaonand the

develgpment of an outstanding garden.

We presented
our talks to a
welcoming and
enthusiastic
audienceon the
Saturday
morningand
after a hearty
lunchwe allset
off for a guided
walk around
Altamont
Gardensandfor
theplants sales.
On the way to
their well
stocked
colourful plant
sales area a few
things attracted
my attention
requiring a few
pictures such as
this old stone
gable agaist
the blue sky.
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In front of Altamont house ihis majesic weeping ash tree under pladwvith a selection o$pring bulbs including
Crocus and Eranthis. | felt that in travelling to Ireland we had walked forthvezdghtime as their flowering

seasons fully four to six weeks ahead ofirsherein Aberdeen.
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While at home their flowers have yet to open tHessatihs hyemalis and Crocus flowers are past their best and
starting to fade.




In additionto the excellenfltamont Plant Salesome secialist snow drop sellers had madgotimaeyto offer

their wares in a poljunnel andhis was the scene shortly before thagempurchasers were admitted.
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Therewas a good rangaf snowdrop®n offerat arange of prices




Then the
delegatesvere
admitted

and purchasing
started.
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On Sunday mornings we headed badorth towards Dublin airportwe visited two very special gardewkerel
was in awe of thelumps of Cyclamen counto think how Ihavestrugglel to find a suitable habitat to satisttye
growing needs of thispecies in our gardeand how pleased | have been with the way it is growing in a sand bec
to see it growing so happily this Irish garden was a delight and a reminder that different plantgiv in
differentgarden conditionand howto achievethe best gardeyou shouldchooseplants that like your contions
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grdelﬁs woodlandconditions.

Thesecond garden was very different but equally as impressive with a profusion of early colour including this
with adisplayof Crocus tormasinianusvhaose flowers were wide opénsomethingve do not often see in our
colder northern garden.

> 2 ) w7
% % A 1N
"~ \




Crocus
tommasinianus
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A feature of this gren was tbeatifulcompaniorpltingsand tre very healthy clum of a wide range of
snowdrops including this fine yellow.







Just before | left for Ireland | todkesefew pictures of the raised bedkich on closer nspection | can see the

flower budson thesaxifragesstarting to expando! will have to tidyawaythe fallen leaves
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Saxifragawith swellingflo

In Ireland we had a preview of the ¢
covers the frozen ground.

olour that has yt to amevel
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Compared to thenagnificentplants | saw in Ireland m@yclamen coum growin the sand bed Iool:very poor
but | am happyvith the way they are growing and seegaround in this sand bddhbiat

open.




Galanthus woronowiboks at home andnbotheredby the snow.

Despite the frost and snowedisplayin thebulb bedcontinues to gther momentum



