


Erythronium caucasicum

I am no | over o
gardeningdé as f
TV progranmegarden make
overwhere a garden is planted,
much like a shovgarden to look
good at the time of completion
or shortly after.

To me gadening is a long slow
journey to be enjoyed. Ever
since | became aware of its
existence | have had a desire to
have numbers of Erythronium
caucasicum across ogarden

but its lack of availability allied
with its slowness to increase
means it has taken mpayears to
get a number of seed raised
forms planted out around the
garden. Encouraged by the
unseasonable weather and
record breaking temperatures we

are experiencing the pollen is flowing and with my help the pollen has been transferred betweeoubdaaers
and | am hopeful thahis yean might get a garden record breaking seedcéirther expand our population.
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One of the recently Ianed agrnall group okeedlings oErythroniu cauasi flowering for the first time
in the newbed by the pondhere | hope they will form a self seeding colony
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It takes several
years for an
Erythronium
caucasicumto
form a
flowering sized =
secondary bulb ‘\
never mind N
making a clump
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The bulbs across the garden ha
February average, delivering a mass flowering display unlike any we have had before.




FloweringinaslabbeNar ci ssus cycl amineu
wide, spreadingheir sweetscent across the garden.




Eranthis
6Gui nea

The fine weather
and mass
flowering has also
brought out some
honey beeshuch
earier than |
would expect to
see inmost years.
While we have
never hadaseed
set on Eranthis
0Guined G
may be that it can
be a pollen parent
i I'would be
interested to learn
of other®
experience of the
fertility of this
form.
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Here aHoney Beas feeding simultanoélpollinating Eranthis hyemdis, which does setlpntiful seed.
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Eranthis 'Schwefelglanz'is a pale coloured form @ranthis hyemalithe se

forms we have, retain a similar colour to the seed parent.

Eranthis
&@Grunlingd
isanotrer
selection from
Eranthis
hyemalisnoted
for a green
stripe on the
petals.

I do notfind the
rather irregular
nature of the
green stripe
very attractive
but some of its
seedlingssuch
as thesgshare
the green mark
to a lesser
degreeaddinga
welcome
variation to the
garden.




A pink seedlin
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g oHepatica nobilisis one

T

of a long line

Er ant hnea
Gol do

This is one of a
number of
Erant hi s
G o | gdoding in
the new bed with
what | feel is a
naturalistic mulch
of pine needles.

The yellow
Eranthis spread
across thgarden
add avisual link
tying the various
areas and beds
together.
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Eranthis stellata

Encouraged by the
success of the
Eranthis pinnatifida
| planted outn this
new bedand
showeda few
weeks go | intend
to also plant out
our pot of Eranthis
stellata of whicH
hawe only this
single plant
currentlyflowering
in a pot of
seedlings




The new bed which | only created
in the summer of 2017 is still in
the early stages of its evolution
althoughthere are already seeds
germinating from the first year of
flowering.

| wait eagerlyto see how the other
plants will grow as the spring
develops | am sure there will be
surprises as the plants appear.

Allowing selected plants to seed
around naturallys my antidote to
6i nstant gardeni
wonder ifit is naturethatis

guiding the hand of this gardener
or if  am guiding the hand of
naturei in realityit is a mixture of
bothof these

The first flowering reveals some of thantingl have donesincecutting back a densevergrowthof shrubs t
open up the grounak the top of the garden. | will now wait before | plant any more to see how it develops as t
other plants, mainly bulbgppeathrough the season. | often compare my artyaggardening to me they are just
different mediums, anthe flowers seeherecan be compared #preliminary sketch whichwill add to, amend
and enhancas | think fitby a different colour which in turn will influence my next actions. So | will cargito

add plantslong with natureprocess oelf-seedingo develophis areanto awell-stockedbed that will provide a
long period ofinterest.
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Miss Molly enjoys the fi

owers i
writing this Bulb Log savhile | go off to the gardeenjoy the following photo essay of some of the Crocus
currently flowering.
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| think the best
plantings are
built up slowly
like this
allowing the
plants to seed
naturally and
adding small
plants rather
than trying to
quickly fill the
space up by
planting great
blobs of
colour.
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n her garden and as the fine weather continues the gerdemnigme awy from
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Crocus heeianust a grup o sed : ngi rot Bf ent where they fell from aple
here | will give nature a hand by spreading the seedlings around the garden.




Crocus tommasianus

Crocus tommasianus



