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For many years | have thought of my gardening self as a habitat manipulator and indeed all gardeners, even
digging the soil over to aerate and open it up, are by some degree manipulating the habitat. Rock gardeners
than many take habitat manigtion to a higher level and indeed the two tiny troughs shown on the cover are
evidence that | have not only manipulated but created hab#ain artist | have never seen the garden as anythin
other than another medium where | can express my creasithects and of all the many mediums | work in this is
the most challenging largebecause of the uncontrollable influences thrown at us by nature. Art is not the finis
work produced by an artighat is the evidence that art toplace;the art is he processes they went through from
having the original inspiration to manipulating the medium(s) to create the Faréll the artists that | know the
fun is in exploring and experimenting with the process and that is the same in gartieradg thewo smdl

troughs, which are just frdermed shallow cement containers, to demonstrate landscaping and planting at a trc
workshop and as | wanted to give the participants a flavour of how it could look when planted | had a bag of
unrooted cuttings pultefrom some saxifrages, primula and sedum which | placed in the sand medium betwee
rocks- that was around ten years ago. It is remarkable that all these plants are still surviving and flowering aft
these years with little intervention excepirfr a very occasional watering. The plants | choose are drought tolere

| do not have to leave my work area windtmasee how plantsf allowed to seegdwill
explore and exploit habitats that we create. Who would think to try growing other
plantsalong with this poor pine tree that has been growing (only just) in this pot for
more than thirty yeafPsHowever nature teaches me that all areas are potential habita
where plants can grow as both Papaueifragumand Geranium robertianum have

# taken upresidence in this somewhat impoverished and dry pot. | know many consid
Geraniumrobertianunto be a weed but if | ever needed remindursg why we should
continue to allow it to romp around our gardkan early this morning watching a bull
finch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)feeding for over ten minutes on the tiny seeds was it. It is
very important to us that the garden is not just for our pleasure but it should also

& provide a habitat for the local wild life.
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Raised from NZ see@eranium sessiliflorum subsp novaezelandiaeis growingalongsidea number of plants of
Armeria maritima which | raisedfrom cuttings takefrom plantsgrowingat the Aberdeen seafront.

One of many gardening
foibles is the urge to pull
out plants that come free,
such as Geranium
robertianumwhile
actively seeking similar
plants from other parts of
the world that often prove
very challenging to grow.
Geranium sessiliflorum
subsp. novaeelandiags
not difficult to grow but it
does not increase
particularlyfreely- it has
small fowers and to
many the darkronze
foliage couldappeato be
dead- so why grow it and
pull out Geranium
robertianum?
That is why we choose to
47 e ; . £ e £ find a place within our
] " s AP : : N BT WECSRENT  garden for a wide range
of plants valuing them all equally no matter whether they amewon and prolific or rare and difficult to grow.




We have created and manipulated a wide range of habitats in these troughs and raised beds and | am inform
nature observing where plants will grow in nature, towns and gardésesel am often surpsed to find them
appearing in the most unlikely habitats.
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Our efforts should also be visually attractive and it is our mission in the garden to create a range of vignettes
reflect if not mimic nature.




| cannot remer the speies but this sericu tpifies our mthd » nitiating a population planting a
few seedlings in a bed or troughthe hope that we have provided a habitat where they will start tsessdf
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Gardening is a
journey not a
destination so it
is important to
have patience
where rather
than seeking the
gratification of
an O0inst
g a r dettardo
initiate the
process by
planting out
some small
seedlingsor
scattering seeds
then appreciating
the slow process
as plants seed
around
establishing in a
much more
naturalistic way.

In some cases the arger rocks | used have started to split fmingn atural crevices into whypie titemand
Paentillahave seededThe growth of the plantercedthe crackdo open further sbtrickled in some dry sand
before wateringo settle it in




Erinus alpinus

Guided and
informed by the
observations |
have made in
nature allied with
the understanding
that it is tre
process itself and
not just the end
result that is
important led me
to start just
scattering seeds | @
across arock gy
landscaped trough A

then watching the §

evolution as the

plantsfirst

germinatebefore

growing on to

flower a process F _ i

which in due ph I R |
course becamself-perpetuatingvith the plantselfseedng.
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Erinus alpinus growing on a natural limestone marl landscape.
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In this small trough is another more extreme habitat of a single large lump of limestone marl onto which | orig
scatteredErinus alpinusseed. It has looked better in previous years but the plants struggled in the unusually

i

When youget the right obintion of plat to habitat yiJ will reap the ard of beig able to watch the proc
of the plants thriving and spreading every year.
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In the foreground one of the silver gaxges growing on its sidelisplays how the apparently loagd ungainly
flowers stems would hold the flowers out from a cliff or rock face haimgkiing itmore noticeable to better attract
pollinators.

Sometypes of
plants, such as
the many trees
we planted, also
manipulate the
habitat in a
number of ways
mostly by
creating shade
and using up the
ground water.

In much of our
garden you feel
that you are in a
small woodland
habitat and that
is exactly what
we have aimed
to createwhere
we can enjg the
canopy as well
as exploiting the
woodland
understory.




Observing

plants in

nature such
asina

natural
meadowcan

be a

wonderful
inspiration

and that was
exactly what
informed this £
planting in 73
our front
driveway

where we
introduced

all the plants [
by simply 3
scattering r
seeds across &%
the gravel '
section

between the
slabs.
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Initially | sowed theGeranium sanguireum then in subsequent years scattered seed of other suitable subjects
as theDactylorhiza i the clover,Trifolium repens, arrived of is own accord and as it fixes nitrogemwill benefit
the other plants
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where it sits receives little liglsis devoid of plants compad to thisarea in front which has a rich growth.

Nowadays there is rarely a car on the other drive allowing for some slightly taller flowering plants so we have
much more varied and extensive sequential plartarg



