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Picking up fr
theme of habitathis ime |
am looking at two extreme
versions onethe lush green
growth of leaven the
gardenas shown otthe
covercompared tahe arid
sand beds in the bulb house
asl let them slowly dry out
for the summemonths
| have been trying to find
bulbsfor the sand bedhat
will produce flowers into
June and July while
toleratingor eventhriving
in the Mediterranean type
regime of winter wet
leading on to a drgummer
| seem tdoe finding a few
that are proving suitable
bringing the colour of their
flowers tothat period
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Allium crispum, Allium gomphrenoides, Triteleia ixioides and Ornithogalum sp.
I have been raising an increasing number of the smaller Alliumsdtat areadaptingvery wellto this habitat.
The view beyond the glass out into the garden shows the stark contrast betvweere#senglydesertlike hot and
dry conditions of these sand bextsnparedvith the cool moist garden with its lush green gitow




Triteleia ixioides,
Allium crispum
and Allium
gomphrenoides

As the majority of
theNarcissus,
Fritillaria, Crocus,
and othebulb leaves
showed signs of
yellowing, around
six weeks agd
stopped watering
across these sand
beds but continued
to wate carefully
around the stems of
Alliums, Triteleia,
Ornithogalum and
any other plants that
were still in growth.




. Allium crlspum and Alllumgomphrenmdes ]

Allium crispum has relatively large petals making them stand out as dhe sifiowiest of these small onions but
the complexity of the inflorescences makes them all worthy of the attention of my camera.

Triteleia and Allium
parvum

The majority of the earlier
flowering bulbs that | have
experience with form their
flowers kefore they go into the
summer rest protecting and
supporting theprecious buds
within the bulb for some nine
months before they spring into
growtheither in the autumn or
the spring These bulbscan
form next seasdn flowers
because their leaves continue
to grow feeding the bulbs long
after thecurrent seasdn
flowers have faded and the
seed is formed. In contrast the
leaves of most of these
A ‘ - %” Alliums die back before the
flower stem pushes up Ieadlng me to wonder |f tfnemedthelr flowers in the same gmoh cycle as they appear
Their leaves do appear earfpme in late autumn/ early wintao this long growth period suggests to me that the
may form their flowers after growth restarts and not before the dormancy. | can see some bulbs will have to b
sacrificed and cut open to satisfy my curiosity unless someone with more experience of alliums is able tell me
definitively.




Allium
gomphrenoides




I have been worklng my way throughpettlng the bulb$n potsl so took the pportunity of a large crop of this
allium to sacrlflce one of the Iarger bultescheck for flower buds ‘
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| can see the cenral bud within the scales but despite this being one of the Iargest of the bulbs there is no evi
of a flower.Thisis not conclusive as it is possible that this bulb would not have flovgergaave marked the pot
and will check to see if the other
bulbs in this pot of a similar size
flower or not.
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The first sand bed
experiment that | |
established has bee
so successful that
most, although not
all, the bulbs have
grown and

well: so well in fact
that the when they
were all in full
growth they were
becoming too
crowded and having
to compete for the
light.

In the spring |
made the decision
to thin the bulbs out s
this summer which

| have started by
lifting one section
30cms x 30cms.

All these bulbs came out of that one 30cm square area.
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The two large bulbs above came from a good depth in the sand bed while the mass of tiny ones are the resul
bulb being planted too near the surface witetleies out more causing the bulb to break down into many smaller

ones.
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Contens of one pot of Narcissus bulbsforebeing cleaned up.

s



N

. d ‘ Y > P
> = ! g &

- >

The same bulbsowtidied up, with the Ia?Qest selected to be replaritachédiatdzy as shown' below.
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Narcissus bulbs



present certain types, mostly formsNarcissus bulbocodium will have new roots emerging. | will keelpet
compost of these justoist,to preserve the roots.

Fritilaria pugiensis, a synonym of Fritillaria monahblb from a ot in the ope fraié have planted half
of them directly into the gardeand the rest back into a pot



Celmisia
cuttings

Regular readers
will remember in
Bulb Log 2019 |
showed the mist
propagation unit
full of cuttings-
these ooted
Celmisia cuttings
are ready for
potting on now
and as they will
only be grevn in
pots for a short
time | am
recycling the
compost from the

- : g ‘ ' bulb repotting
¢ J 4 i and using that to
( ¢ : pot up the
] 4 : cuttings.

b compost.

Cuttings potted up with rased bul
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http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2019May151557912031BULB_LOG_2019.pdf

| am rturning to the ubject of the damage to the Iannm the an drdylng ba
and leaves of some of the plgrgsch as in this trouglwvhich | have decid#to investigatdurther.




As soon as | started
to remove the leaves
to get the rocks out of
the trough | saw a
mass of healthy
Dactylorhiza roots
almost at the surface

rocks.



