


Laburnum
People often tell me how much they enjoy and have learned from reading the BuMhialgl greatlyappreciate
but | am the person who has learned the nids commitment to writinga weekly garden diary makes melkva
round the garden lookingr theinspirationand recording it in images from which | waélect the content. Despite
the unseasonably cold weather we are currently experiencing there is so much to observe in the garden just |
| have taken so manynages, both video and still, th&iisis one of theveeks whenl am spoiled for choice
In spite ofthe wealth of subjectshave opted tdocusin onthetwo plantsfeatured on the covénatcaughtmy
eye

Let me start with the
Laburnumwhich, with is
long racemes of yellow
flowers is looking
stunning just novand it
catches your eye from
many positiosin the
garden.You should never
be ableto seeeverything
from a single position in
the garden but you should
get tantalising glimpses
drawing youto move
towards a subjecEor
much of the year this tree
sits quietly in the
background just waiting
for its season in the
limelight then it becomes
o : the centre of attention.
S o SRR Al While all plants stand as
individual components hin the garden they also need to combine together as part of the wider landscape.




We have lots of trees, some may think too many for the size bte gardére\bgive the garden the feel of being
a landscape and the atmosphere that | am septorgthan any of the other smaller plarit4olly needsto lookup

andto her left to see the Laburnunom here.
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If | am looking in the right direction | can see thebrlght Iow flowers of the Lburnm from most of the. gard
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Looking in theopposite directiofirom thepreviouspicturel can see the L
of the wall, up a few steps and round another few beds to get there.

The previous
picture wa taken
from the top
eastern corner of
the garden, shown
left, and from there
I will make my
way, drawn
towards the bright
yellow spectacle.
There are no
straight paths in
the garden while
you can view
featuredrom a
single point if you
want to get to
amother section
you are leado
walk around the
curving paths
passing many other
features on route.
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As Iwal ' ' a leichtlinii alba which

interestingly comes true from seed, Aquilegia hybrids and if you look carefully there is even a red leaved Ace
seedling lurking theré it is now thee years old and | will need to lift it soon.

As | meander
round the paths I}
find that ®me
flowers and
leaves continue
to add colour

and decoration

to the garden
even afterthey
have served

their functionto
the plants such
as these
yellowing
Colchicum

leaves and
Rhododendron
decorum flowers £
fallento the
ground.




Once mord can vie - | garderacss the raised walhd
the new bedowardsthe Laburnunwhile the picture below is taken from beside the trowfich can be sedan
the cente middle distancef this picture
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This new bed
by the pond
was started in
2017 see
Bulb Log
2817for my
initial report.
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As | walk around the new bdxy the pond | mn againdiverted from my objectivef focusing o
my attention is drawn to focus on some of the plants currently in flower.



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2017Jul121499855367BULB_LOG_2817.pdf
http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2017Jul121499855367BULB_LOG_2817.pdf

This is one of
the excellent
Cypripedium
hybrids that
have been
developed in
recent years
bringing these
previously
scarce and
illusive plants to
our gardens.

We were given a
number of
plants last
summer to try
out in the garden
and so far they
have proved
successful.
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| planted out several seedlings@drydalis mucrnopetlathat Irised from seed collected in :[e garden so the
is always lhe possibility that they may have hybridis&tey are stunning plants which hopefuliyen timewill
seed arounébrming aselfsustainingcolonyacrosghis ked.




Corydalis

mucronopetala

seedling
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You can approach this
areawith the
Laburnum another
way where you are
directed through a
wooden gateway. |
have often been asked
why | have not clothed
the wooden structure
in flowering climbers
but | want it to give
the feeling that you
are leaving one area
and entering another
and indeed as you
walk through it you
are leaving the more
wooded areaf the
gardenand entering
the open area around
the pond.
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As you approacko walk throughthe gawayt perfecty frameshte Laburnunwith its cascading yellow trusses.



