


The purple spikes dbactylorhiza
stand proud anapart fromthem
sharing the same raised h#k
commonality betweethe two
nearesplantson t hi s we
cover, Erinus alpinus and
Dactylorhiza hybirds,is that they
are both willing volunteers that
seed therselves around our
garden.

There is a great variation in the
Dactylorhizahybrids around the
gardenwhich is mosnoticeablan
the markings on their leaves, the
precisehue ofthe purplépink
flowers and the shape of the spike
in which they are displayed.




Not all the Dactylorhiza are
looking healthy- for the first
time in several years we see
the return ofa pathogen that
has attacked a number of our
plants. | believe that the
pathogen(s) that cause this
are ever present in the soil or
blown in thewind and it

only strikes when plants are
under some form of stress.
There must also be a
variation in the resistance
between different clones as
some plants can be
unaffected or to a lesser
degree even though they are
growing in the same small
area as danggd plants.

| have tried to think what the
cause of the stress may be
whether there is a common
factor among the infected
plantsbut have not come to any conclusiomgan only speculate whether the stress was caused by the unusual
hot dry summer lastear andbr the recentinseasoal cold wet weatherOne thing | have noted from previous
episodes was that when | handled healthy tubers they have a covering of fine hairs and a distinct smell that re
me of a wet horsethisis not present in thosd# damaged plants. One suspicion | have is that appearance and si
are from the mycorrhiza and perhaps if it was damaged by some environmental factor that leaves the plant
vulnerable to the bacterial/ fungal attathkvill, as | have done previously, tlifhese damaged ones sooméstroy

the dd growth andremove the new tubers which will hopefutjyow onto be healthy Gardeners will face many
such challenges some of which there is little we can do to prevent but we can take heart from the fact that the
always more suceseghan faiures

All but a few of
the very first
Dactylorhizawe
introducedhave
selfseeded so
there is a wide
range of cloes
growing in various
habitatsacross the
gardenSome
choose to grow in
association with ~ '§#
other plants such
as this one that
seeded into a
cushion of
saxifrage note
thatit is perfectly
healthy even
though it is
growing only
40cms away from
the infected clump &
shown above.
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In an attempt to understand andae the
clump of infected Dactylorhiza shown on
the previous pagé lifted it. One of the
observations that | madeas that ithad
started as a single seedling which over th®
years became a congested clumpas that
a contributory factor to the attakThere
are other perfectly healthy equally
congested clumps in other locations.

One of the purposes of lifig theclump
was to remove the new tubers that are
forming at the base of the sténthis is
much earlier than | would prefer temove
them if | was propagating but | want to
remove them early while they are showin( o

no signs of infection. 3 e o
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I now have a groupf
smallish but clean tubers to
replanti a few back into
the same spot and the rest
into other areas of the
garden.

| have potted the infected
stems and old tubers to see
if they will still go on an
form another set of young
tubers in the way that |
propagate these plants.
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"Dactylorhiza hybirds
It is eay to become despondent so | remind myself that while there are many infected plants the majority are

healthy and even if we lost them all there will be plenty seeds around the garden to start a fei@mopu

Dactylorhiza hybir
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Dactylorhiza hybirds
We get tremendous pleasure from the spikes of purple dactylorhiza flowers appearing across the garden and
not want to be without them so | will continue to encourage them by helping to scafieeteeed when it is ripe.
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Molly wlks by the troughs and raisedisleds Wr there are ma actylorhiza hbrids growing.
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After | landscaped tis trough with limestone rocks | simply scatteredis api'hus seedacross theack now |
leave it to seed itself




Pa ck landscape this
trough had becomeompletely
overgrown by a mssysaxifrage
(above)which | removedast year
beforereplaning it with silver
saxifragecuttings leaving the Erinus
alpinus gowingin cracks on the
volcanicrocks.

The pinpurle thme is reeaed r sale here Wit aroup ofdmiza/ﬂoer, eed in

trough, and contrasting beautifully against the fine dissected foliage of a low growing Acer. There are a numb
self-seeding plantall aroundas wellas inthe troughsncluding Papaver (Meconopsis) cambrica @odydalis

mairel




We lost our riginal plants (ﬁorydal mairei which | assumed were short lived itisa poific sesdene
still have penty of plants seeding around am#rched itself acroggrdento the area by the bulb houses.

Corydalis mairei



