.



thoseflrst flowersto be achieved. We have raised the majority of plants in our garden from seed including the

~ Rhododendron
fortuna shown on
the cover.
It has been flowering
for many yearss it
is nowwell over
thirty years old it
can be seestanding
some 3 to 4 mets
tall in the
background of the
picture aboveAs all
the flowers are well
above my head |
needed to climb up
on top of the wall
and still reach upo
get the cover picture.

Unfortunately
technology does not
enable me to share
the beautiful scent
this plant produces.




It is Ramonda flowerlng seasas can be seen the new bed beside the pomd"lere they are mostly growmg in

the troughsvhichform some of the sides of the raised bed.tiidl Ramondavere originally raised from seed, i

fact Ramonda myconii was t hrmsed/frem s;eedfandrsmde thénad thapelcantmoe

e ! A R T to raise them from

seed as well dsy
splitting and taking
leaf cuttings.
Late hstsummer
carefully pulled
some of the side
rosettescomplete
with a small amount
of root, off the
large plantsof
Ramonda
nathaliae, growing
in the trough on the
right of the picture
andplanted them
among the crevices |
built into the
landscapeseen in
the picture on the
left. Now these have
all established well
and are also all
flowering.




Ramonda nathaliae
There is plenty rare @portunity in this planting to carefully pull away some side rosettes and establish more
plants.
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I am vry pleased with the wayatithis relatively new bed is estblishlng and alread kamingevidence that
some of the earlier flowering bullase sefseeding.




Ramonda
nathaliae

Propagating your

own plants isthe =
key to establishing

a wellstocked

gardenit allows

you to link and tie

in the various

different bedsand

habitats around the "%
garden by having ,(“
the same or similar ¢ &
plants in several '
different locations.

We have many £,
plants ofRamonda f;"é
nathaliaegrowing =
in suitable habitats
across the garden.

\
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across the same bed from the opposit




One of the plants that | use to link across the garden imtherh of my O6yel |l ow ri verod
the seed capsules are opening | will collect the seed and impigdistribute it in the areas across whiahant

myoyel | ow r iAvwell a8 flovasingfedrlpimvthe year the Eranthis are amonfirgtef the bulbous
plants to shed their se&édn our garden they are only beaten by the Corydalis which shed their seed a few wee
ago before disappearing back underground.

Eranthis
pinnatifida

Eranthis
pinnatifidahas
also set some
seed this for sl
this year| have
alreadycollected
and sown the
seed from the
plantsgrowing

in pots while |
left those planted
out into the new
bed to shed
naturally where
they will
hopefully intime
form a nice seH
seeding colony




Growing plantdrom seeds anongoing process whether to increase our own plants;dstablish some we once
grew and lost or to introduce new ones into the garden.
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Propagatig by taking cuttings is another method that we employ all year round and now the risk of prolonged
frostshas passed | can start up my mist propagation unit once more.




These are some of
the saxifrage
cuttings | took late
last summer and
into the autummand
placed into a box of
sharp sandnd left
in the open

Now they are all
showing signs of
growth which
indicates to mehiat
they have rooted
as | am not sure yet
where they will end
up | will leave them
growing in the box
making sure they
do not dry out as
the weather warms

up.

Earlier it was the red flowers of Tropaeolum trlcolorum that featamihhow it is the turrof the Iovely blue
flowers of Tropaeolum azureumto put on a display. We only once introduced this plant into our gaviden in
1989 we sowed some seiedm a collectionby John WatsorR&W6055 all these plants are direct descendants
mostly by our owrseed from that single introducti@oeme thirty years ago




Tropaeolum azureumand Tropaeolum tricolourum

John Watson also tells me thabpaeolum tricolourum is very promiscuous but so far | have not detected any s
of hybridisation in any of our seedlings.
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Tropaeolum azureum
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All of these plant®f Tropaeolum azureumare growing well irthe sharp sand of the shheds andike the
Tropaeolum tricolorum beloygome of their growth has escaped through the cracks and gaps in the glasshous
grow outside where it survives the night time frosts.
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Tropaeolum tricolorum
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in this bub house is growing in ots.
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emerging on the trees and even though

A

Outside the leaves ar it got hit by frosts the Pieris is colouring u

Podophyllum hexandrum



