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This week | am focusing on some of the trees in the
garden such as thdimalayanWhite Birch, Betula utilis
var jacquemontiifeatured on the cover. For much of the
year our attention is drawn to the colour provided by the
ground level plantings djulbs and herbaceous plants
but at this time of year and throughout the winter it is the
trees that grab my attention.

| am asenthusiastic abourowing trees from seed as |
am in growing the bulbs and other plants but we are
limited in the space we have to plamége larger

subjects howeverthat has not stopped rpéanting a
significant number ofreesfor the size of our garden.

If I left them to their own devicehetreeswould soon
form a complete canopy of leaves shading out the beds
to the detriment of the other plarsts | need to manage
the growth of the canopy

When they have shed their leaves | can see their
structureand | can thin out the branches to keep the
canopy open while retaining the natural shape of the
tree.Previously this involved melimbing up the trees

with laddergo reat the branches to be c@n a recent
visit to a garden in Ireland |as shown a wonderful
telescopigole pruning sawandlopperthathas three
sectionswith a reach that caextendfrom 2.44m outo
6.3m.The picture above shows the reach with just two
of the sections extended
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The SilkyHayauchi Pole Sawomes with the saw blade attachmentazor sharp bladehich cuts through
substantial branches widaseijt is a Japanese style saw so the cut is on the downward pull.
| also got the loppeattachment to thin and prune back the smaller brarichdes a lever action operated by a

rope and it cutthroughreasonably sized branchesanlyand easilyIt was not cheap as it is a professional bit of
kit but I am already delighted with whatwill allow me to do from the ground.
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There areseed heads all along the twiggy growths onbifa@ches Whicﬁ‘h

P

| have made a start
by lopping the
smaller crossing
branches to open
the structure then |
will switch to the
saw to remove a
few of the bigger
spreading branches
to keep a more
upright shape to
the tee.

i

ave been pfovidirig a food‘sdpply for

birds The number of seedaggestsf we did not removehetree seedlingthat germinat¢he gardenvould soon

becone aforest.
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Cotoneaster
As well as briging colourful cecoration the berries also provide a valuable food source to the birds such as the
many migrantsike the Redwings Fieldfares and \&xwings that arrive in massiveimbersaround this time of

year.
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Redwing, Turdus iliacus
Large numbers of these birds visit the gartb feed on the berrigstarting with the Sorbus then moviagto the
Cotoneaster. This birdas driven into our windowt somespeed by a SparrovwHawk; luckily it was only stunned
and flew away again aftéplacedin the safetyof one of the bulb housésr a shortrecovery time
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The following sequence of images show some of the &negsow they createthe gardenlandscapevhich changes
as you walk through thdifferentareas.
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The trees and shrubs creptatitionsblocking your view in some areas then opening up a vista in others.




Acer japonicum

A

Troughsand trees.
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Bonsaitrees are easier to pruaed | do not need to useladder othe pole saw
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y start to turn colouhé leaves on theeedraisedAcer japonicurrshine out in the gloomy weather
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Belowthe talle trees rhododendrons ahconifers addd the structure.




to an otherwise flat

A range of teesand shrubsdeciduousand evergreenare not onlydecorativegiving structure
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arevaluable food sources and habi@twild life T everygarden should have at least one tree.




With theleaf canopyabove ouheadst is often the decorative bark thife trunks that attract our eye so think about
creatingmultiple trunks by cutting thenain stembackwhen theplants are youngs | did with both of these acers

Acer griseum



