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Phygelius capensis

Walking roundthe garderyou cannot miss the feeling in the coplabister autumral air that a change is
happenings the plants prepare in their own different wiayshe approaching winter months. On the couer
Papaver rupifragum and Mutisigpinoseboth of which have been flowering continuously for months,rsince

the first flowers opened in the spring and they continue to add highlights with their bright colours of orange a
pink.

Some plants such as
Phygelius capensis
shown above
encouraged by the
ample moisture that
is in the soil will
deliver a second
out-of-season
display of flowers
while the seed pods
of peonies split open
revealing the
striking contrasting
colours between the
dark purple seeds
that werdfruitfully
fertilised and those
bright scarlet ones
which for whatever
reasons were not
successful.

Peony seeds
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| love watching the chanig colours of the leaves on many piarty slowly decay, such as theseei&fhia
and Roscoea. | want &mjoy this seasonal process as the roots gradually withdraw their support from the abo

ground growth andinever rush into tidying up the colourful mess of autumn.

At the same

time as the
herbaceous

plants are

retreating for a

winter

underground
otherplantslike

the autumn

flowering bulbs, §
take advantage

of the late

sunshine and

flying insects by #a&s
sending up their FRY
flowering i
display.

Colchicum and
Crocus flowers

rising through

the yellowing g S
Roscoea leaves * s
and brown 5
Dactylorhiza

stems.
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A significantamount of leafgrowth has appeared in the sand béualsesl applied the first storm@it thebeginningof
Septembewith some bulbssuch as Sternbergia sicula étdumaria karooicalsoproducingflowers

Strumaria karooica




Bulb house
Thebeginningof October is the time thatrbutinelyapply a secondstormd- getting thehose pipe out to give all
the sand beds and pots of bulbs another complete soaking.
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In additionto the two main autumn storrhe&m @nstantly checking the pots to make su

in the milder sunny condition# is importanthatthe potsare not allowed to dry out compléteespeciallythose
with substantial leaf growthlthough all bulbs wilhow have rootsvhich require constanmnoisture
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The process of the secostbr
repeatinghe process.

From nowand
through the
winter | will
water the pots in
proporton to the
amount of leaf
growth Itis
obviousthat this
growth of leaves
needs water to
fuel the process
and letting them
get too dry at
this important
stage of growth
can lead to the
bulbs breaking
downso when
you repot next
year instead of
finding nice
sized bulbs you
find multiple
smallones.




Exactly whatstimulateghe growth in bulbs, corms and tubers has fascinated me ever since | st
onething | do know ighetriggeris not the presence of water alomeich is evident in this bag dfropaeolum
tricolorum tubers.




These were surplus
tubers thatl kept in a
paperbag in a dry cool
potting shed and it was #§
my intention togive :
them outat some of my ¢
talks for people to take
away and tryout for
themselves

This past week | went
to packet them up
individually only to

find themass of
entwinedgrowthrising
out of the bag towards _
me.

As packeting was now i
no longer feasibléhe

only thing | could do

was to tear open the

bag drop them into a
potand grow them on

for another year.
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Tropaeolum azureum seed germinating
Provided they were sowry the end of August/ early September sdledswill start togerminateat the same time
as the mature bullege starting into growtlas isillustrated by this pot offTropaeolum azureum seed germinating.
The seed was sown in m#ligust and the pot was placed sideto take the weathérl have found this to be the
most reliable way tget this sometimes fugitive species to germiaaie | will leave it outside for a few more

weeks in the hope that more will germinate.




Despite the intention to cut back on the amount of plants we are growing in pots we cannot resist getting som
seedsfrom the Crocus Group seed exchange to replace some of the many corms we have lost to mice
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My sowingproces is toplace the labels into pots whiehe one third tdalf filled with potting mixthen pbce the

packets in to match the labels ready for sowing.
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Crocus seed sown deep.

TheCrocusseedsare among those that | sow deeply with great sudceswingdeeplymeans that the young
corms do not have to make their own way dpattowing them to growbetter especiallyin the first and second
year.

Once they are all sown | tape pots up with the mix, give them a goodtering and leave them outside to take the
weatheli asthey germinate through the winter and spring | may move them thej@motection ofglass.lt is a bit
later than | would prefer to sow thgiwugust) andl may have missed the optimum time windswsome of the
autumn flowering species may rmggrminateuntil next autumni thespring ones should germinate fine.
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In the garden there aneanyCrocuscomlng |nto flowersuch aS:rocus nud|florusshown|n the foIIowmg pictures,

where the typicaburpleform is nowcatching up with itsvhite variationwhich puts in an earlier appearance

Crocus
nudiflorus

| am very
attracted tseeing
the plants
growing through
the pine needle
mulchwhich here
is applied
naturally as they
drop from the
smallPinus
mugo.

In addition to

seting seed

Crocus nudiflorus §

also spreads by

stolons and that is

how one has

managed to make

its way down to

flower between

the rocks S S T : ; ) g
Underthis plne and own the rock fatsewhere | have ab establlsheacolonyof (Pseud¢Tr|II|um rivale.
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Crocus banaticugs auperficially similar in appearant ocs nudiflorus but verydifferentw
mild enough for thélowersto open revealing theshortinnerthreesegments




Crocus banaticus

Crocus banaticuis growingherein the new bed beside the ponthe pine needlesvhich | mulchedthis bed with
previouslyareslowly breakingdown so | hae been adding more from thise adrof. s



