


| havealways been amused or
more correctly frustrated that most
of the gardening programs on the
= UKtelevision shut down in the

~autumn and donot
| spring approaches. In a diverse
garden there is so much to see and
do throughout the autumn and
., winter nonthsi gardening is a
., Yyear rounchetivity way of life.
. The autumn leaf fall along with
the collapsing growths of the
herbaceous plantas they retreat
undergroundbring a chaotic
untidy look to the garden that |
enjoy.
When | start a drawing or paingn
| will make some kind of mess on
the blank sheet starting point
from which | carcreate theimage

~ : ‘ == - this is whathappensn the

garden every autumn brings a meskdiscarded leaves and other planmerlalthat | work on througlthe winter
to bring some kind of ordethe trees and shrubs provide a strong year round structure to our garden below wt
can paint the ground with a succession of seasonal flowering plants including the bulbs. Many of the trees are
suchas theAcer palmatum dissectumshown above which has been growing in a pot for all of its thirty plus yea
as has thécer japonicum 'Aconitifoliumbelow.

Acer japonicum 'Aconitifolium’
Look carefully at this picture and you will see some ripe seeds haagthgeady to be sowthis containergrown
plant may have been restricted in its growth but it is the seed parent of a number of the larger acer trees grow
around the garden.



The trees on the right are both seedlings raised fronftteatjaponicumAconitifolium' and are now substantial

trees in the gardeninterestingly they hold on to their leawssll into Novemeber or until the freezing weather

arrives. Also seen is Acer pI at an o Nawaysmapg: @eeiwhich  n

: : perhaps not one |

would recommend
for the smaller
garden as it is quite
vigorous and has
large leaves. One of
the many tasks that |
will be tackling in
the coming months
is reducing the
canopies of the trees
to keepthenatural
shape of the treleut
allowing light and
moisture througha
theground level
plantings On the left
is one of the many
selfsown acer
seedlings that I find
In the garden | have
to decide which if
any we can allow to
grow on to maturity.
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The leaves ofPaeonia lutea var ludlowiiare also turnin
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On closer inspection you will also see P&eonia lutea var ludlowsieed pds openingto revealthe large seeds
which have in previous years been allowed to scatter naturally resulting in a number seedlings growing arou
garden.

If we allowed all

the self sown Y
Paeonia lutea var = S
ludlowii seedlings [ %%
to grow to maturity A& s
we would

disappeamto a
treepeonyjungle

so we have to

remove the

majority of the

seelings

Fortunately even

aftera number of
year®growththey

are easy to remove

from our woodsy

type of soil for
transplanting or

giving away.
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Allium wallichii stems hold ds and once more this growing colony was started man
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also be seen in this picture indicating yet anothefregiénerating dony of plants that | am happy to allow to
spread across the garden.

Back among the
fallen leaves of
autumn | can see
many other seif
seeding plants that
are perhaps less
welcome and | need
to exercise some
degree of control
over so many of these
will be weeded out
over the winter
months.

All our weeding is
done by hand with
the rule that you have
to identify what it is
that you are about to
pull out before taking
the decisions if it is
allowed to stay or has
to go.
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These beautifully coloure formed on a bush that was itself a seedlingmeif
from part of our boundary hedge that after a few years | lifted and planted into a bonsai container.




The ponds still colourful with the leaves of the acers and the willawsingyellow as theyrepareto drop.

Salix lanata



