


B2 There is only
one flowering
stem on this
group of
Eucomis
bicolor this
year, the lack of
more flowers is
possibly as a
result of the
very dry
weather when it
was in growth
last summer.
The plant may
also be better off
if 1 lift and
separate the
tubers out a bit
to minimise the

Not all of the Euomiswe grow are hardy in our garddrhave to keep these two in pots that are kept completely
dry under cold glass throughout theter. In the late spring whdrseesigns of a shoot | give them a good soak
and place them outsidehere they stauntil the autumrirosts start




this summeso
most plants have

with water- until
recently that is.

We have had little ¥

substantial rain for
the last few weeks
and for the first
time this year the
garden is quite
dry. Thefronds on
some of the ferns
in the driest parts
of the garden are
shrivelling up.
This has not
prevented the
Matteuccia
struthiopteris

from producing a
growth of spore
bearing fronds.
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Allium wallichii

Most Alliums finished flowering some time ago indebdyhave now retreated underground but the Allium
wallichii are only just coming intélower, makingthemideal plansto bring some late flowers to the garden beds.
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All our plants ofAllium wallichii grew from one packet of wild collected seed and have the same dark colour b
have seen pictures showing a range of colour formso§gecie$ | must try and get sedtbm thesdo introduce
a wider range of colout® our garden The original plants we raised have been allowed to seed around establis

a good colony which I help to spread by scattering the seeds around the garden

Allium prattii , which we introduced from the same seed collecting soigc®w in seeavhich | will scatter
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The first of September is the day for the first storm in the bulb héubed is the day | give all the bulbs, which
have been sittingrgt throughouthe summer, a thorough soaking
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It is important that the pots are completely soaked and as they Etelryhthis cantae some time to
achieve even with a hose pipe and spray nozzle. | go round all the pots in turn flobeindgd the toand leaving
them to drainwhich may take a few minutes after the first soaking




After they have
been watered a
good test to see if
you have got the
correct amount of
drainage in your
potting mixtureis
to floodthe pots
and watch how
quickly theydrain

The pots are all
watered now and
waiting for the new
seasofs growth to
appear.
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The pecise paranters that triggethe bulbs into growtis a mystery anfias always fascinated msme start into
growth before | add any water. As the flowers were produced before the bulbs went irgartimeer rest some,
such as thiscilla obtusifolia, will flower before any root or leaf growth stanighile others such as the Muscari
species, below, will produce leaves and roots in autumn but wdispritig to flower.

| spotted these
leaves appearing
last week and as
leaf growth
indicates the
roots are also
growing |
watered this pot
aheadof the
general storm.




As | cleared away the dried remaingpoéviousfoliage, | discovered the leaves ofaimia nanain growth.
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For the sand beds I follow a similgrocedure giving a watering and flooding the sa
before going over it again.

-] S

but this is more o do with the sand eing dry and

resisting the penetration of the watiean poor drainage.




It will take some amo een soaked all the way Haewugfter several
passes floodg the surfacd scrgped back the surfacafter it drainedio find some areas still completely dry. |
have a drainage system that recycles the water as it drains away from the sand so | can see how long it take
water to drain away. | will leave the sand beds for several hours or even until the next day to allow the first so

to penetrate the Bd then | dig a fevemalltest holes to check if it has gone all the way throamgth where
necessaryvater again.

rst
the sandor any aml dig them back in




the surface.

Cyclamen purpurascenss among the ones in flower in the garden.
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Mixe Colchicum éulars
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i, ogldncopsis gteywitsenii and Arisaema nepenthoidel‘l be
familiar to regular readers as | have shown it a few times already but it still continues to delight me.
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Veratrum fimbriatum



