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Last week |
reported on the
talks, workshops
and the building
of the crevice
garden at
Inverewe this
week | want o
explore a bit
beyond
Inverewegarden
to putthe rock
garden we
creaedinto
context. On the
Sunday withthe
construction
work behind us
Paul Spriggs
and | on my
now weary legs,
took a walk
towards Loch
Kernsaryand
Beinn Airigh

' — Charrwhich at
791m is described in Scotland as a Corbkitther mountairsin Scotland with a height over 3,000 feet (914.4 m)
are defined as Munros
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When | was younger | was dropped from the Mumilowvalking group because | was too slorarely having time
to achieve the summit. The reason for my tardiness was not as it,i;gditness but my curiosity and
fascinationwith nature especially ithe plantsthe geology anthe relationship between theirat is still the same

today.




exposedveathered anfissured chunk of bedrogkearing the scars of glaciatiaa a natural rock garden full of
crevices and cracks whetteefirst pioneers are thiichens,then mosses and eventudiiymus builds ujin the
cracks and creviceallowing plants to grow.
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It is not just the

exposed bedrock that

can become a natural
rock garden or provide &%
us with inspiration and &
ideas that we can

interpret and mimic in

our gadens.

Here it is an exposed
bolder dumped by a
retreating glacier that
over time has become
split and sufficiently
cracked to allow plants
suchas Calluna
vulgaris and
Alchemilla alpina to
grow.




Thesebeautiful
silvery white
lichenpainted

against the dark
peaty water
forming an
interesting water
garden that could
easily be
interpretednto a
garden feature
with a pond,
marginal area
rising up to a rock g
garden bed. E




Asimple6 V6 s ha
cleft left by a fracture
sometime inhe history
of this rock is all that it
takes forsome debris
to collect allowing
nature and plants to
take over.
This rock has split into
two parts and again if
the only type of rocks
that are available to
you are rounded
boulders than you
could copy ths idea
and split them by
drilling holes then
driving in wedges.
Interestingly the
presence of Paul
Sprigg®boot in the
top of this picture
forms a strong link and
if my memory serves
me well it was David Sedts fromVancouverthat has used this very methto create a rock gardéw splitting
suchlargeboulders to form planting crevica@shis garden

Both around and wrthrn Inverewe Garden you erI drscca/mde range of habrtats andgarden types such as the
walled kitchen gardefacingsouth on thehores of Loch Ewthathas been fertilisedy seaweed hauled up from
the shore since it was first built in the nineteenth centiging soil brought in by bo& supplement the rocky
land




Walking round
the garden you
find yourself
moving through
many different
habitats and
plantings some
quite surprising
such as this area
around a pond
planted with
Sarracenia

| suspect that this
feature was
aimed at
attracting

children visiting
the garden it
certainly
attracted this one.
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| think that this is a form ofordyline australi®ne of many New Zealarmantswhich area feature throughout the
gardeni | am prepared to be corrected by anyone with more knowledge of these.




Nymphea alba
I am more used to seeing this scene in the spring before the waterlilies make their annual appea

Magnolia are in flowe




Despite its small staturbe
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Thisis the view before me as | wadlong the foreshore and salt marsh towrdﬁrtherewepeninsula







The whole
rocky peninsula
of Inverewe
provides map
naturalrock
outcrops and
here by the
mainvisitor
path the
gardenersire
slowly clearing
some of the
overgrowth
reveaing the
rocksand
opening up
planting
opportunities
for some of the
smaller plants.

It is away from the public pathdown on tle shore that | find the most fascinating rock formatiomsny forming

beautiful natural rock gardens which relate directly to the crevice bé&aiNtdast week.



