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It is a busy time for me
both in the garden and
travelling around to give
talks-I am just back
from giving a talk in
Belfast and will soon
head across to Uppsala
in Swederfor a
weekend of talks on
bulbs from an
international list of
speakers.

While | am travelling
the autumn bulbs are
coming into flower in
the garden and as many
of the blooms are
delicate and last only for
a short timeespecially
in the wind and rain, |
am missiig seeingsome
of them at their best.

In the frameCrocus vallicolais flowering in a number of pots, some are in their owngbers have decided to
join their neighbours bgelfseedingn with some of the other bulbs

Crocus vallicola




Our weather
with cool noist
summers
provides just the
sort of growing
conditions that
allows Crocus
vallicolato
thrive however
those same
conditions also
favour slugs and
snails of which
we have plenty
and they chew
through the
floral tube
felling the
beautiful flowers
like a
lumberjack
would a large
tree.

We do go around huntingolluscs,

| reluctantlyrevert to using small amount of the slug pellets. I literadiop the small blue pellets one by one nea
to susceptible plantsit only takes one pellet to catch out the culprit which | can then dispose of ¥adalgan

see evidence of the chewing molluscs in the majority of the images inddié& Bulb Log.




Two species of
white crocus
are currently
flowering in
the new bed by
the pond,
Crocus
nudiflor us
albus and
Crocus
vallicola.
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These two are very easily distingbed by he typical thin wispy tips
to thetepals while theCrocus nudifl orus flowers have an open wine goblet shape.




Crocus
nudiflorus

albus, like the
typical purple
colour form
multiplies by
pughing out
stolonswith
small corms
forming at the
tip. Through the @R
years these B
small corms
have been
spread across
the garden as |
scatter old
potting compost
on thebeds. The
white form of
this species
always flowers
just before the
typical colour
form appears.
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yclamen hederifolium flowers rise ugdrom the large woody cormnd will soon be followed by the leavasthe
surroundindoliage of otherherbaceouplantsstarts to turn yellow ipreparatiorfor awinter underground.




Cyclamen hederifolium
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Colchicum speciosum
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On checkinéj us still to
make an appearance.
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In the foégroundandbeloware the flowers
between C. variegatum and C. autumnale
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We have more than one form@blchicum x agrippinum this is the one with the most defined tessellation.
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~ Other plant that exterttle flowering season into the autu
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oscoea 'Harvington Imperial’

/
.

Rosc . a purpur ebaari fhezars(émcmir@ thollusostinuedo give a colourful display




Gentiana asclepiadea



