


The creamy white flowers of
Corydalis malkensiscombine
with the red, pink and purple
forms of Corydalis solidato
surround the cool blue flowers of
Hepatica transylvanicamaking a
very attractive and colourful
planting.

We purposefully planted this area
nearest the house with these
colourful early flowering species
because they can be segery
easily fom the windowsallowing
us to enjoy theidisplay even

when the weather is not conducive
to venturing out.

Such an extensive display of
flower colour and ground cover
coming as early as this in the
season is one of the joys that our
styleof gardening delivers.

Hepatica transylvanica
Nature informsand transformsur garden largely in the way we allow the plants to-sed mimicking the natural
process of regeneration theppens in the wild. Choosing a compatible combination of péaicts as Corydalis
and Hepaticathat will grow well togethemwithout one becoming so dominahat its growth isletrimental to the
othersis key to making it workThe new Hepatica leaves are only just starting to grow and by the time they get
towards full size the Corydalisilvhave retreated underground.
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It is always best to
stat out raising
plants fom seed
because a group of
seedlinggplanted
outwill always be
more fertile
producing
generations of seed
than woulda similar
planting of a single
clone which may
not praluce any
seed at all.

Once you make the
startby planting out
a group of mixed
clonesyou can then
leave the plants to
do most of the work
for themselves
gradually spreading
out as they seed
around. To spread
this colourful

spectacle across the garden Igdoher some seed and scatter it in other areagtitderthe process in other beds.

There are signs of some of the other plants to come later suclselithsibirica Ieavespushing up through the
Corydalis malkensis the Iris was there first artie Corydalis seeded in among it.
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Vy mixtures highlighting the rage of the colours.

Corydalis malkensis does not seem to inérese fro tber but it does make uh for that by sppeadiby a
seed In contrast tubers of Corydalis solida will form clumps so it is worth watching them and when they get a
crowded, after three to five years, it is worth lifting them as soon as the foliage cqléapbspacing them out a

bit. If left alone the vigour and flowering will diminish as the tubers are in direct competition with each other.
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This colourful display is part of the third wave to wash over the garden and lasts for a relatively short time ho
as it starts to peak then fadhe Erythroniums will take over providing the dominant colour over the coming

’

month.

As they seed
the Corydalis
gradually move
around
searching out
new ground
and that is
when they start
to reach out
beyond the
beds and
invade the
paths.

The biblica
saying about
seeds @
on stony
ground?é
flourishing
could not be
further from the
truth - they are
extremely
successful
when they fall
in the gravel.




Anemone blanda, Corydalis solida d@nythronium are among the many welcome invaders ofjtheel path area.
By design we have paving slabs spaced out to provide a pathway all around the garden and for most of the y

have to carefully step from slab to slalboiding standing on the increasing numbieplantsgrowing in the gavel
that surounds the slabs.

are just starting to
go over in the |
shaded beds as
primrosegoin in
the show.




thronium dens-canisand Erythronium revolutum in i’ the leaves of these
different types of Erythronium are very easy to differentiate by the way the pattern on the leaves is displayed.
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In sunny parts of the
garden the first
Erythr onium
oregonumflowers
stand proud
mature plants
regularlyhave two
or three flowers per
stem.

It is important to
allow this species to
seed because it
increases slowlipy
offset taking a long
time toform clumps
if at all. In some
ways | like that it
does not from
clumps because it
looks more natural
and it means dlo
not have to lift and
divide itevery five
years.




You have to look inside to ppreciate the beautiful markings cEeraronquBregonum flowers
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in blue provided he3eiltey rosenii.

dis Iarly dressed
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TheChionodoxaare closely related to Scilf@aame changesnd hybridsabound!)andthese make eagarden
plants.




Hepatica nobilsgrowing withCorydalis solida

The Hepatica and Corydalis are growing in the narrow concrete landscape between the path and the raised [
bed whee | grow baskets of Erythronium



