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| am often asked what the peak flowering time is for the Erythronium in our garden to which | always answer
time from midApril to mid-May. There are so many variables that can affect the flowparngdbutthe main one
is the weather to put it in simpistic terms a warm wet period brings an early flowering and a long cold winter
delays the flowering however it is never that simple. Each year there are subtle variations such as this year
had one of thentest Aprils that | remember which hdslayedthe floweringof many. Some ahe erythronium,
especially those in the plunge befliswered quite quickly after | started to water them something that was repea
across the gardeas the plants responded to the availability of waderamount of watering that | can do will
penetrate the grounike
regular natural rain
Because of the relatively dry
ground the flowers are not
lasting quite as long as they
would in aregularseason
where we get our monthly
average rain fall

Due to thehigh pressure
weathersystemwe havebeen
enjoying long periodsfo
sunshine soaked blue skies
butacool easterly wind
coming off the sea kept the
temperaturdow so although
thedrynesscausedhe
flowersto fadequickly the
low temperature prevented
the plants from being
stresed




My love of Erythroniumsstarted over 45 yearsag when we bou ght one plant o

Jack Drakes Ishriach Nursery and over the years we have grown every species that we could gét tiedd

majority of them raised from seed. While dedicated enthusiasts like me rise to thegehaflgrowing and

understanding every spemes there are plenty of forms that make good plants for regular gardeners.

> Basically there are

three colourswhite,
pink and yellow all of
which are represented
in garden worthy
plants.In this Bulb
Log | am lookng at
the plants from
Western North
America.
Erythroniu
B e a uig opedof the
most readily available
andbest growers
which, provided the
bulbsdo not get too
hot and dry in the
summeyseems to
tolerate most garden
conditions
It is a form,or
perhaps a hybrid, of
Erythronium
californicum
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| selectecE r ythr €Cmiaumgt ® nfrorﬁ'a graaprod Erythronium helenae seedlings and indeed the bent
style typical ofthat speciess present in this hybrid/hich like many of the hybrids bulks up relatively quickly.
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Another white speciegrythronium oregonum , can be seeon the rightof this group but the bulbs are slow to
increase however it has been used as a parent for a number of hybrids the bestiofmiclewis
Eryt hr onieuhna hbaldh anerthe majaly of the creamy white flowers above.




One of a number « *

of similar white
Erythronium

oregonum (
hybrids seeded ) «
in our garden U
There are a "
number of other
Western North
Americaspecies Y

that are basically = ‘ﬁ,

white andnot ‘ fs— /%

always easy to

identify when

out of their

native habitabut

these ar@erhaps

best left to the

nerds like meo

try and grow

For gardenes

who wantplants

that growand

increasewell

providing colour

anddecoration thethe plants | shovmndrecommendere shouldulfil those needs.

Efythfonim evIUtum - n of the best for seeding around which it does very readily |
our garden. The bulksf many forms of Erythronium revolutum will increase reasonably well in the garden and
also hybridises with most of the other Western North American species.

<

Pink arrives ourtesy of




To date | have only named one pink revolutum hyliid,y t hr oni um 6 Cr aa hylt o d | @ovah
B e a u It ig @showy plant witlyood sizegink flowers often up to three on a steand the blbs multiplymore
quickly than the speciesy lifting and dividng every three yeangou can soon have multiple plantings.




TheseErythr o n
three years ago.

We have many otheErythronium revolutum hybridseedlingsaround the garden some of which | have lifiied
trialling in the plunge framewhere | carassess if they are truly worthy of being named and rele@ikedulbs of
most hybriddncrease more readily than the pure spetiaking them ideal garden plaraisd while theyare fully
fertile they tend to produce lessedger capsule around one thiredf the number found ira species
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Erythronium tuolumnenseis among the largest of all and is the best yellow species for the galseather
western yellowErythronium grandiflorumis also beautiful buhot so easy to grow nor so readily available.
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There are a number of hybrids franythroniumtuolumnenseamelyd Pagoaladéve) , O6Kondobd
which are widely availabl@andare very similateading to thenoftenbeingconfused in cultivationin my opinion
none areso attractiveas the specidsutit would appear that they growell in most gardenddybrids will grow in a
wider range of garden conditions than the species whichdftreevolved in anarrow habitat anénvironment
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Erythronium 6 SusaamBh$t hroni um OEirenebd

My favourite yelbw hybridsar&er yt hr oni um &6 Su s an n a hwhichal findl to Be muthimore n
elegant plants thafiPagodaetc. They are still scarcespeciallydo E i r, muthhep@fullythey will be bulked up and
in time become more readilly available

Erythronium 6 Susanna h o




Erythronium
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Erythroniunm
IS a cross betwedhe
yellow flowered
Erythronium
tuolumnense and pink
Erythronium
revolutum So often
such crosses between
pink and yellow result
in muddy coloured
offspring but this is
not the case with
Erythroniumd o a n n
which combines these
two coburs together
to produce a clean,
free flowering plant
with flowers that have
a yellow face with a
pink reversdahat
changscolours as the
flowers age
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