


Some weeks we
have so many
plants in flower
thatl have to
decidewhich
onesto write
about then there
are weekssuch
as thiswhen the
garden enters
what appears to
be a quiet stage
with not many
flowersand |
have to look for
sometling to
write about.
Thendawnsthe
realisation that
there is such a
variety of plants
in our kind of
gardenthat there
arealwayssubjectsand that green is also a colour that deserves our atterfiwn| start looking endng up

taking so manyicturesthat once moréhave to decide what to leave olihe view from my work table when
looking to my right features on the front cover it shows a borsagacanadensis sitting proudly above a trough
with two dwarf conifersChamaecyparis obtugabing® a ni dn i oifitee dwo dwarf forms o€hamaecyparis
obtusa were part of our first mail order of plants sent from what was then Potterton and Martin, Roitgusins
Nursery in the later part of 1980Theplants were tiny and for many yearghen we were still showing planise
grew them in clay pots and took them around Scotland to the various SRGC Shows. When we bought the lari
troughdecorated to mimic the Iron Aggundestrup cauldrowe planted it with these two conifers and they have
grownthere ever since.

Whenever we get new
plants my instinct it to
propagate them and so as
soon as the original plants
had reached a reasonable
size | started taking
cuttings and so those two
original plants have
increased with some being
planted around the garden
and others given away.
They root quite readily
producing plants witha  §
range of habits depending 7%
on where on the plant the =2
cutting came fom.
Cuttings rooted from the
tip growth will have a more s>
upright habit while those
taken from side growths
have a more branching
spreading habit.
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A spreading form o€hamaecyparis obtusad Mimadrooted from a side growth


http://pottertons.co.uk/pott/index.php
http://pottertons.co.uk/pott/index.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gundestrup_cauldron

Two forms ofCh a ma e ¢ y p‘a ‘ i s the dnne angha Iefbrcbd)mdwfra)ro a t|p growthllethe right hand one
was rootedrom a side growth.




Chamaecyparis
obtusa 0

| have done some
pruning of this

Chamaecyparis obtusa
0 N a o anihimise the
size and reva its trunk
which as you can see is £ <%

this form a good
subject for turning into
bonsai trees.

Growing in the ground
they can make good
growth and reach that
size in around 20 years
while the
Chamaecyparis obtusa == -
6 Mi n shovenbelow
is growing very slowly # 2 5% & o
in a shallow trough R
with a restricted root
run.
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Another cultivar ofChamaecyparis obtusas 6 N a nracilis@which is still described as a dwadndit will grow
larger than the previous two forms but signifcantly smaller than the true speliels is a foest tree native to
Japan. Both the cloud pruned tree viewed from our front door and the bonsai tree on the didltearea G
andexactlythe same agehe onewe plantedn the garden is -3l metes tall whie the bonsai i§0cms not

including the pot and root ball.

trees you can
geta good
indication of
the age from
the nature of
their bark- the
layered
fissured form
of this pine
shows
considerable
age and |
know that it is
forty plus
years old see
below.
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Pinus nigra

It has always grown in a pot and it is a remarkable testament to the toughpegsthat it has survived so long
growing in such aestricted container with only occasional watering or feetdaapning such acharacteand
remindingme of somencient specimertiat ladmiredgrowing in toughrocky conditions in the mountains.




Sedum pachyclados

This is our original plant o6edum pachycladdkatwe panted in @eautifull8centiry sandstone urror a
number of years it
just formed aneat
dome ofgrey
greenfoliagein
the centre but
gradually over
yearsof growthit
hascascaded
downwards totally
obscuring the urn
This leads on to
the questiorthat
can beaskedn
manysituations
around the garden
shouldl trim the
extensive growth
right back again?
Like most sedums
it is very easily
propagated sowe
have several
offspringgrowing
in other troughs
and containers.




Similar to all the plants | am showing this week this South Amep&ant that has beewith us for many years
We were given a cutting by Mike and Polly Stavigo did not know the namaot even the genyandthe fact that

we have nevemanagedo identify itdoes nodistractfrom its value as a trough or rock gardetiage plant

It is similar
in effect to
a small
Azorella
with young
plants
producing
tight
evergreen
cushions
growing
outwards to
form mats
as they
maturei it
would be
an ideal
crevice
garden
plant.




While it does
flowers
sporadially
most years
Celmisia
sessiliflorais
anothersubject
that wehave
grown for so
many years
primarily as a
foliage plant
The lovely
silvergrey
foliage has
gradually grown
to almost take
over this trough
acing as a
handysource for
taking cuttings
every yeato
ensure we
preserve this
plant in our
garden by




The
dominant
plant that has
taken
ownership of
this trough is
Dianthus
alpinus with

a few
primula a
saxifrageand
a dwarfHebe
at the top left
edge
Thename of
thatHebe has
an interesting
stowy that |
share below

When Fred
Carrie was
running his
nursery he
would
sometimes come
and get some
cutting material
from our garden
and one time he
liked a small
compact Hebe
which had self
seeded in one of
ourraisedbeds,
perhaps a hybrid
betweersome
of the many
species we were
growing. Fred
just wrote Hebe
- lan Young on
the bagof
cuttingswhich
hetook back to
the nursery
where his propagator assistants went to work and produeegedoatch ofplantsfor wholesaleto garden centres
The next thing | knew a few years later vmag sister phoned to say she had just bought a Hebe 'lan Young' in a
garden centre; was this anything to do with me!! Obviously Fred's assistant haa/aitdre wroten the bag as
beingthe name of the plant and had labelled up all the plants for wholesale.



