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We initially make
and planbour
gardengut over
time theytake on
a life of their own
as nature works it
magic. Thirty plus
years ago this was
a rock garden bed
which over the
years has
graduallychanged
- not in the layout

which remains the &

same- but in the
plants that grow
there. Early in the
year it is
dominated by the
smaller bulbs
somewhichwere
planted by us as
well as sel
seedingjust like
the Meconopsis
and Roscoea

More flowers
are now opening
on this large
plant of
Cyananthus
lobatus That
was the name we
got it as
although |
suspect it is
more likely a
hybrid.

Even though it is
still early
August | am
detecting a
distinct sense of
autumn in the air
with shortening
days and lower
night time
temperatures.

whose foliage currently domates the scerage doing| would not have thought to plant Meconopsis in the very
gritty well drained soil we used to build tHi®d but they moved in and have made it very much their own. The
Meconopsis only come into leafhenthe bulbshave almost finished thegrowing season making theperfect

companions
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was built up with blocks of tufa as a habitat for saxifrages and other smaller Ipine

The edge beside the path
look carefully manyare still therebutthe habitat we builin combinatiorwith our moist weather haseated
perfect conditions for other plants suchAaplenium scolopendrium

Among the plants
surviving from the
original planting is
Helichrysum
coralloides- you may
know it as Ozothamnus
coralloides

Native to New Zealash
this is a popular and
decorative foliage plant
for troughs, raised beds
and rock gardens as well
as being regularly
presented in pots on the
show benches.




View across
the rock
gardenbed
showing the
Meconopsis
and Rosoea
now in seed
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We aprecitehe huge vaiti
flowering plantsis past.




As a result of sel‘seedlng our garden is full of spontaneous pmamblnatlonssuch as the charmlng contrast
betweerOphiopogon planiscapusiNigrescen® Milium effusum ‘Aureum’ with the paleflowers of a
Thalictrum sp.dancing across them.
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Garden views
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Asarum europaeumprovides all year groundoveramong the smallegri
Sanguinaria canadensis
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inbud- growing heran the gravel between the paving slabschlearlier in the season
wasfull of flowering Erythroniumi some still holding on to the lafgw seed inthe now dried out pods
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of Gaultheria depressavar. novaezelandiae

Allium wallichii and the white swollewhite Calyx
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Gaultheria pyroloides, Empe‘trum nigrum and Gaultheria depressa
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New Zealand ﬁrovides us with a number of very atraq:ﬂats such a@elisia lyallii which has are white
daisy flowers but werimarily grow it for theyear roundspectacular silver foliage

Celmisia hectori

Celmisia hetori
also has decorative
silver foliage seen
herein front of
another NZ native
plant Leucopogon
fraseri.




Celmisia walkeri

The foliage of
Celmisia walkeris
more greerhan silver
butis none the lesa
decorativeall year
round foliage plant
with the added
attraction of white
daisy flowers earlier in
the yar.
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The small ren Ieavantshon‘ running around the raised valo from New Zealand Buchsia
procumbens It disappearsonpletelyundergroundn the winterwith the green leaves and growtking up from
undergroundtems $ late spring and summer. Gradually over the years it has expasdeditory which now

spreadslongof 3 metes of the wall.



