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Coonopsis greywilsonii

Codonopsis greyilsonii is one of the plants whose flowers | associate with the start of auluima gentle
climberthatscramblesbout probingor any surrounding stems or shrulgswhichto climb andbetter displg the
beautiful flowers.Just like the insectsve are first attracted to the large colourful petals but their only purpose is
draw the insects in to the more important reproductive centre of the plant. We should take a lesson from the
and sudy the many different ways plants have evolved to better ensure polljivatiich if conditions are
favourablewill lead tofertilisation andseed The flowers in the pictures above shdifferent stages of maturity
from the early stage, righiyhen thestames are claspedloselyover the stigma which is firmlglosel hiding the
receptive surfaces. As the flower matuites filaments move outwards, centre, as the pollen ripens then timally
stigma splits into three receptive surfaces to receive pollen.

Androsace studiosorum

Now | need to correct last
weekds Bulb Log
called this planSaxifraga
studiosorum. It was one of
thoseoccasions when | knew
very well it was arAndrosace
but when | was writing it came
out as saxifrag We first knew
this plant lumped in with
Androsace sarmentosa and |
could not remember the specific
name studiosourum so | looked
up Androsace in our boolsd
then | wrote Saxifrage!

| am sure that many of you
spotted my silly mistake but my
grateful thanks to our friend
Cliff Booker for pointingit out
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Cyananthus
lobatus
hybrid

The yellowing
foliage of
Corydalis
6Craigto
Purpl ed
can be seen to
the left of the
slab bed and in
theback
ground of this
picture is
growing in
polystyrene
propagation
boxes which |
will soon be
dividing.




This mass oCaanthus mirophyllu
pot of seedlings some years ago.
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Cyananthus
microphyllus

The third plant
dominating
this bed can
just be seen
towards the
bottom left of
this picture.

Hypericum reptans starts flavering earlier than the Cyananthus and just keeps on giving more flowenselhtil
after the firstfrosts of winter The three stages of thieder are visible herérom the red backed budsat open to
reveallargeyellow flowers which arefollowed by shiny roud seed pods and the number seen in this picture give
an indication of jushow floriferous this planis.




Viewing the bed
from thisend
showsthe
Hypericum
reptandrailing
all over the side
right down to
the grounduyst
as the

| Cyanathus
lobatus hybrid
doesat the
oppositeend

A View across the fouslab beds.
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Eucomis bicoloris the on species of this genus that has ‘sur\A term inour open gardent appears late in

the season where the decorafipegeapplé topped spottedtems bring interesor some timebefore the individual

flowersstart opemg to reveal their colour whichasa similar hue to the dark spots on the stems.




As | make my wayo photogrBhs me Roscoea | pass 'y thisdépanese styl
landmark taregular readers.

Roscoea O6Harvington




Roscoea
O0Harving
|l mperi a

As with the
Eucomis the
slugs and snails

| love the chance
to eat some

| freshgreenery
andtheywill
give these poor
plants a eal
chewing but for
now the damage
is still minimal.

In damp weather
we go slug and
snail hunting.

As | mentioned | love to explore the structure of the plants reproductive parts and to understand how they wo
Note the white forketbwer part of the stamen in the left flower has Ibeen triggeredvhen an insect lands on it,
or in this case my finger, it dips dowamss in theflower on right, bringing the pollen laden upper part down to
deposit pollen on the back of the insettte stigma sits at the upper tip of this structure




Once pollen is on thetigmawhich islocatedat the upper tip of this structuitegrowsdown throughhe thin white
tube running through the fulcrunto reachthe ovary heldlownin the leaves
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We have twAcer grisumtrees-




Geranium ngumeum andanuIa flonn daeare stlll prowdlng floweraddlng colour to the frorWhlle nearby
some of the largoweredhybrid liliesare in seasorsee below




Rhodendron saluense
A number of plants whose main flowering season is in springrcdavourable conditiondiave a secondary
flowering in August two dwarfshrubsRhodendron saluenseadR h o d o d e n d r @ower twicaimost gears.

Rhododendron&Curlew6




Haberlea
rhodopensis

Another plant
that is enjoying
our cool moist

summer
conditionsso

much that it is
floweringagain
is this oy
Haberlea
rhodopensis
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Back with theplants in season this'autumlpdxtturefeatures(:odonopsis gryvilsonii with a crop of fungi.




lowers arealso starting to appear around the garden.




Cyclamen purpurascensis usually tte first of thegenusto appeaandhasbeenflowering for around a month

Cyclamen purpurascens



