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Narcissus óCraigton Chaliceô 



 
We have been enjoying the early flowering of some forms of Narcissus in the óUô shaped sand bed. This structure is 

the third incarnation since I first converted this plunge from pots to growing the bulbs directly in sand almost 

twenty years ago. The reason for converting from growing all these bulbs in pots to growing some directly in the 

sand was twofold - first it was to cut down the scale of the repotting we had to do every year and secondly it was to 

bring a change to the routine and present me with some new challenges.  

 

 

The initial trials 

were so successful 

that we have since 

converted the 

plunges in two of 

the bulb houses to 

sand beds. Without 

the benefit of labels 

I am forced to 

study each 

individual flower 

looking for 

differences 

between the many 

seedlings most of 

which are subtle 

variations. 

I am especially 

looking for 

individual clones 

that stand out 

clearly from the 

masses.  



 
One seedling that does stand out, as in this mixed group, is Narcissus óCraigton Chaliceô. I first selected it from a 

pot of seedlings with the intention of bulking it up by growing it in a pot however one year when repotting I found a 

pot that had lost its label so in a rash moment I decided to spread those bulbs through the sand bed only to discover 

in the flowering season that those were my Craigton Chalice bulbs. 

 

   

All was not lost because I 

still had the bulbs they were 

just mixed through with 

several hundred others. One 

thing my mistake did confirm 

was the bulb I hope to 

distribute as Narcissus 

óCraigton Chaliceô is distinct 

and stands out clearly from 

the masses. I rescued some 

bulbs from the sand and now 

I have two pots to work on 

bulking it up again.  

Another interesting 

observation is that the exact 

same clones flower much 

earlier in the sand beds than 

they do in pots. These are the 

still tight buds of óCraigton 

Chaliceô still some weeks off 

flowering, while the ones in 

the sand have already been 

flowering for a few weeks. 



 
There now follows a photo-essay looking back at some of the sand beds trough the year starting with the óUôshaped 

one. This picture, taken in mid-January, shows a stage of flowering close to what we have today in 2020, 

illustrating that the flowering time of these Narcissus varies considerably depending on the weather - as a result 

many of these narcissus are flowering for a second time in ten months. 

 

 
As the year progresses the flowers of those early bulbs fade and are replaced with waves of later flowering ones. 



 
Narcissus including bulbocodium, obesus and hybrids. 

 

 
Tecophilaea cyanacrocus and Muscari sp. are mixed among the Narcissus. 



 
As we move through April the yellow hoop petticoat Narcissus flower prolifically. 

 

 



 
 

 
Eventually the Narcissus season starts to subside but there are plenty other bulbs flowering. 



 
Tropaeolum azureum and T. tricolor climb up the mesh I have placed along some of the glasshouse walls. 

 

 
Some Tulipa and Fritillaria flowers join in. 



 
In this bed most of the flowering is over by the middle of May. 

 

 
Moving over to what was the Fritillaria House before we converted entirely to mixed bulbs growing in sand beds. 

Our intention is to have flowers for as many weeks /months of the year as we can with the first two pictures taken 

this week followed by a small selection from earlier this year. 



 
This week. 

 

 
Now I jump back to the end of February. 



 
Crocus and Narcissus 

 

 



 
End of March. 

 

 



 
 

 
By mid- April some Fritillaria are in flower. 



 
Fritillaria  

 

 


