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We have been enj yi ng the early fl owering of som
the third incarnation since | first converted this plunge from pots to growing the bulbs directly aireast
twenty yearsago. The reason for converting from growing all these bulbs in pots to growing some directly in th
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vl STmuc— e ———— -, | A The initialtrials
' 0,3 e . were so successful

thatwe have since
converted the
plunges in two of
the bulb houses to
sand beds. Without
the benefit of labels
| am forced to
study each
individual flower
looking for
differences
between the many
seedlings most of
which aresubtle
variations.
| am especially
looking for
individual clones
that stand out
clearlyfrom the
masses
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One seedling that does stand,@s in this mixed grouisNa r ¢ i s s u s C b &lr. ifiesteséleced it from a
pot of seedlings with the intention of bulking it bpgrowing it in a pot however one year when repotting | foand
pot that had lost its label s a rash momeritdecided to spread those bulbs through the sandtlgdo discover

in theflowering seasothatthose were my Craigton Chalibelbs

All was not lost because | |
still had the bulbs thewere
just mixed through with
several hundred others. One}
thing my mistake did confirm N é
was the bulb | hope to
distribute adNarcissus
0 Crtaoing C lisalistinct §
and stands out clearly from @§
the masses. | rescued some
bulbs from the sand and no
| have two pots to work on
bulking it up again.

Another interesting
observation is that the exact
same clones flower much
earlier in the sand bedisan
they do in potsThese are the
still tight buds of6 Cr ai ¢
C h a | stillcsem@e weeks off
flowering, while the ones in
the sand havalreadybeen
flowering for a few weeks.




There now follows a photessaylooking back at some of the sand beds tltougt he year st arti
one. This picture, taken in mithnuary, shows dagje of flowering close to what we have today020,

illustrating that the flowering time of these Narcissus varies considerably depending on the washresit
many of these narcissus are flowering for a second time in ten months.
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As the year progresses the flower of those early bulbs fade and are replaced with waves of later flering

.




{

- \ ' N/ W /A
Tecophilaea cyanacrocusandMuscari sp. are mixed among the Narcissus.




As we move through April the yellow hoop petticdircissus flower prolifically.
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Eventually theNarcissus season starts to subside but there are 'plentont
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Tropaeolum azureum and tricolor climb up the m&h | have placed along some of the glasshouse walls.
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Moving over to whatvasthe FritillariaHousebefore weconverted entirely to mixed bulbs growing in sand beds
Our intention is to have flowers for as many weeks /months of the year as we can with the first two pictures ta
this week followed by a small selection from earlier this year.
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Now | jumpback to the end of February










By mid- April some Fritillaria are in flower.




Fritillaria



