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New Bed Besie the Pond. -
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This is possibly
the least
decorative time
of the season to
feature the new
bed beside the
pond on the
front cover but
this is the reality
of the garden
year and
want tojust
share the pretty
bits so pease
read onwherel
look back
through the year
at the changes in
this bedand
share some of
the highlights
Thefalling
leaves and the
attentions of the
foraging black
birdsthat in
search of food, enthusiastically scatter my carefully applied mulch of pine neadlest difficult to keep the
most recently created ba&dthe garden looking anything other than a mess. At this time othyaliook is shared
across the garden as the old leaves and seasonal growths having served their purpose drdp dedasfaand |

have to admit that | rather enjoy observinghecess. | am reluctant to tidy too quickly becaugee to garden
with nature and this apparently chaotic mess provides food source fothe many birds that visit our garden
which in addition to the ground feeding Blackbirds that scatter the nmdttides many others that hunt the trees
and shrubs for any insects.

When | built the bed

left some troughs to
became part of the
edges and one contained
a number of Ramondas
which provide us with
some evergreen interest
to this area. As the
rosettes gt congested |
will peel away some of
the outside ones and if |
do this carefully they
usually come with some
root, making them eas
to establish as a separate
plant.| have done this
succesfully at most
times of the year with
the exception of during
the extremes of heat or
cold that summer and
winter sometimes
deliver.




All these Ramonda plants were established by pulling rosettes from the above trough then planting them dire
into this one
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The rest laoking baeklkattte nbedeeside the pond through 20&@rting inJanuary
when the first flowesto appear were dhe small whiteEranthis pinnatifidal am sure if | searched through the
mulchtodayl would see the early signs of itsdhaped growth as the stem pushes throglground bent over
before straightening up to display the flowsethis growth is already visible in some we have growing in pots.




As the year advances the blackblrds contlnue:atter the pine needle mulmhnch is alscbelng heaved upwa
as ever more growths start to appear.
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| have chosentouder ant hi s ¢ Gnuthisrheddecdhisetipgsdnot set seexdjustforms small clumpss
the tubergrows whichallows me to better contrats spread and manage the space for other plants.
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The many Crocus leaves appearlhg arouncBhisa n t h i s ovdlsoon ke goingd byl thee growth of other
small bulbs.

h ovraII look ofjrowthat this stage is still spare with plenty of the mulched surface still visible.




Itis excmngto Walk up the gardefor alook becauseveryday more growth appears here a plnk Hepatlca bursts
into flower.

Soon thelbwers ofCrocus Erythronlum Eranthrs Irrs and Narcissus are aII vrsrble
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Erythronium dens-canis
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Reticulate Iris and Erythronium caucasicum
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clamineusndthe blueof Corydalis fumarifo




| keep a few pockets, like this one between the rocks, relatively
flowers of Trillium rivale andTrillium hibbersonii .

(Pseudadrillium )

Trillium rivale
We loveTrillium
rivale and itgrows
very well in our
garden We have
been rasing it
from seed for over
thirty years
Initially we got
seed from multiple
sources busince
then we just raised
it from our own
garden seed
resulting in a
natural selection
processasthe
survivors ofeach
subsequent
generatio became
evermoreadapted
to our garden
conditions.




