


When we seso many
flowerswe have a
tendency to speak about
an early springput | see
these early flowering
bulbs such a€rocus
thirkianus , Galanthus
and Eranthis as winter
flowering speciesit is
the next wave of
flowering bulbs thafor
me heralds the arrival of
spring.
The transition from one
flowering wave to the
next varies every year
it depends on the
weather- if it turns cold
SR N , - , ‘ againthere can be a gap
— Y 22 AN W s N i 2 ¥ petweerthe different
flowering periods but if it stays mild there can be a sigaiit overlap. We oftethink it is an early flowering year
however when | check back through the eighteen years of Bulb Log image files | can see that this leveliog flo
is not uncommon for miFebruaryIn theNorth Easbf Scdlandit is also not uncommofor winter weather to
return any time over the next three or more months.

Y

rback oor this is the view we get of the gad. In my vision | see the cobble bed int

On stepping out of o
lower foreground as the source of the yellow riveEnthis hyemids that | am encouraging to flow across the
garden by scattering seed every yédrerdeen sits between theouthsof two great rivers the River Don to the
north and the River Dee to the south. @low riverof Eranthis is in imitatiorof theriver Dee whichstarts its
journeyas a tricklebubbling up through rocksigh in the Cairngorm Mountairne the west of Aberdeen.
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Manyplants are not
staticin the wildi |

woodland plants which

like to movearound

someby rhizomesor

similar creeping

underground growths

others likeEranthis

hyemalisby seed.

The original group of

Eranthis that | planteth \
this arezhas disppeared Hpad
andall the flowering

plantsare self sown

seedlings that have

migrated outwards from
theoriginal planting site.

If a plantalwaysgrew in

exactly the same spit

could soon deplete all
theessentiajoodeness

so it makes perfect )
sense thaplans have 128,
ewlved to move around "
constantlyseeking new ground.o keep a healthffowering population of these plants you should allow them to
seed around theseseedlingganstart to flowelin the third year of growth.
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l ant hu
yellow ovary and markings.




Galanthus woronowii

This pot of Galanthus
woronowii displays
another variatiomn
havinggreen markings
on the outer petals







Narcissus asturiensis
We raisedmany of the plants in our gardénom seed so startaadf growing in pots in frames just likiis.
When we receive a single bulb ohew species or eultivar | sometimegrow it in a pot until the number of bulbs
increases thehcan plant some direct into the garden.
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NarcissusdCedric Morris 6is selectionof Narcissus asturiensighich oftenflowers in Decembebut despite being
around for many yearsriémains a relatively uncommon plait the pat | have builtup good numbers of it but |
have also found that it is one of these plants that can dwindle very gagcklfzas recently dors® | am working
on building it bak up agairin a pot.
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Snowvdropsare spreadingcross the g

arden



| often describeny
approach t@ardening
asbeingjustlike that |
use when my
drawing paintingor
print making. | start
by makingsome marks
thangraduallybuild up
the imagdrom there
and that is exactly
what | am doingn this
area
It is pat of the garden
thatl opened up by
cutting back the
overgrowth of shrubs
then startedby
plantingsomebulbs
and plants
Now asit is difficult to
find a spare spade
dig I will mostlyadd
plants byscatteing
seedsMy aimis, as it
is througtout the garderto createa sequentiaplanting that will provideus withdecoratiorandinterestover as
many months of the year &spossible.
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Efanthi yemli and Galanthuighty Atoméeﬁjoying teir moment in t‘e sunin.
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Theblackbirds have beeffioragingin the new bed beside the posdatteringhe mulchof pine needles thathad
carefully appliedexposingsomeemergingshoots and coveringtherplants.
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Eranthis dGuinea Goldddoes not set seed so ne@useased by divisionl will lift and divide itevery three to
five years
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Leucojum vernum var. carpathicum
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Leucojum vernum &odpolozjed

Inafewmo nt h sti@e grioundrvéll be completely covered with a wide array of growth.



