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Helleboresare mother of tle essentiéarly floerig Iant whichaddcolour tothe Wintergren

&

Hellebores come
in a wide variety
of species with
even more
cultivars to add to
the selection.
There are some
wonderful named
forms avaiable
howeverin
keeping withour
garden
philosophy we
are happyo let
them seed around
In recent years |
have collected
some of the seed
to prevent the
naturalising
community fom
becoming overly
congested.




Whengrowing in Scotlanar othernorthern areawith a cool climateéhelleboresdo not need to be planted in shade
theywill grow well in both full exposure andeep shade.

The specimen
above ione of
a numbeof
hellebore that
are growing in
permanent
shade on the
north side of a
wall and
underneath
trees and
shrubsThe
woody subjects |
include
Rhodalendron,
Betula and
Hamamelis
another of those
great late

winter

flowering

plants that

bring colourful
flowers to our
garden. Hamamelis
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Some of the dark flowerinllbrespecieséﬁ‘d hybri'dare also seediné roijn in A garded A must admit to
enjoyingseeing thenappearin@s single stemsimilar to low they areseen in the wild rather than the big clumps
we are familiar with when they are grown in gardens.
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The bulb houses provide our flowering interest for much of the winter period but at this precise moment in tim
attention is equally divided between the ever increasing number of flowers in the gandeti aghose continuing
to open under the protection of the bulb hopsd®re the Narcissus are dominant but not the only genus floweri

Narcissus bulbocodium
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Narcissus and Galanthus growing in pots.

Gal ant hu
A. Bowl
| have
expresseany
opiniononthe
prolific number
of named
snowdrops
however | do
admit to a
fondness on
keeping some
with particular
relevance to me
in pots.
These are ones
named for some
of my plant
heraes, the
people who
hawe inspired
and influenced
me starting
with OE.
Bowl es o
writings |
continually
refer to for
inspiration.




Gal anthus oO0Brian Mat hewbo
It was the books on bulbs written by Brain Mathew then the friendship of the great man himself that further
encouaged and inspired my journey into the world of bulbs.

Gal anthus 6Kath Dr yden

Kath Dryden also started out as a distant Heriog at the other end of the counthefore becoming a close friend
and although we did not meet up very often we corresgbhbgéetter, in those days, as well as regular phone call
to share our growing experiences.




Lastbutnotleasta |l ant hus O Megrgat woMan ehigddme.

Narcissus bulbocodium seedling




In this Bulb Howse all the bulbs argrowing in pots.
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In contrasta bulbs in thi8ulb housearegrowing directly in the sand | simply convertedhe plungegrom

pats byincreasing the depth of the sand

Narcissus bulbocodium seedlings
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Narcissus bulbocodium seedlings




Narcissus and Crocus




the sand bed
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I must na allow themass flowering inside and odistractme fran watering the bubs under glass. Unlike rain
that has covereahuchof the country we have enjoyed some long periods of sunstteatlyso the bibs will be
using a lot of water as they transpire and grawatneeds to be replaced.

With the
outside water
still turned off
for the winterl
haveto carry
watering cans
back and
forward from
the kitchen
Eachof the
1800 x 600
sandplunges
takes three cans
of water whilel
usefour to
waterthe same
sized plungef
pots Any
surpluswater
drainsthrough
my capture
system and is
recycled.



