Pictures and text © lan Young

BULB LOGOL.................. 1% January 2020

Narcissus



The temperatures were unseasonably mild during the last week of 2019 which has resulted in a number of hc
petticoat Narcissugpering their flowers giving us acolourful start to 2020. The cover picture shomisat | most
enjoy, that isa mixed groupf different colouredybrids involving a number of species such as Narcissus albidu
bulbocodium, cantabricus, romieuxii elthis yearis one of thdateststarts to théNarcissuseasor can remember
causing us tevait longer for this winter flowering spectacle to get gdig now that it has startede will have
flowersall the way through to Mayr depending on the temperaturegen into June




There are mangaturallyoccurringNarcissusybrids in the section Bulbocodiuwhereserthey grow
geographically clse enough to be cross pollinated and pinegniscuity iscertainly the case wheso manyare
growingin a small bulb househeneach batch of seedlings brings new treasures.
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| convertedhis 60x60cmsectono one of thebeches into an

bulbsl had whenl thinned out one of the original sand bed plantings
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ther shad toaccommodateome ofthesurplus

Narcissus O6Craig

OurveryfirstNar ci ssus
Ch o r iflenverefrthis season
has jist openedsome four weeks
later than the average flowering
time. This is one of a number of
Narcissus cultivars that | have
raised, named and distributed. |
al ways use OCr ai
of plants that we seleth make it
easy to trace their origiham
careful to only select the very best
from hundreds of seedlings to
name looking for good strong
plants that increase well and also
have features or a beauty that
makes them stand out from the
many.
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Narci ssus 0 Cr alPiguteaourteSphaT)i st er 6
The perfect reward for me is to see plants that | have raised growing so well in other;gdtelemetter tha they
will grow in our climate. his potof 6 Cr ai gt o nsg@wndorperiedtian bjtatsuo Yamanakan Japan.

| chase the name bease the beautifully pleated pure white corona reminded me of the frilly starched collars w
by choristers.
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Here is anotheMNarcissus 'Craigton Clanger’, (picture courtesy IG.), flowering now outside i'vVRV President
Luc Gi | Kdaeelnekeyaddenn Belgumi this was one of two sister seedlings, involving Narcissus romieux

and bulbocodium, that | selectedtonaf@eelc al | ed 6 Cr ai gt on Bel |

0 becaus
'Craigton Clanger’




The way the
flowers emerge
from the luds
with the petals
clasping the
corona reminds
me of a parachute
that has to be
carefully packed
to enable it to
deploy
successfully. The
floral parts
continue to grow
and expand after
they emerge from
the buds.
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Interestingly all the first Narcissiflowers to opere those growing in the sand plunges even though we have t
exact same clones growing in pots, shown above, where the very first flowers are just opening. The first Narc

6Craigton Choristeré fl ovwemeraretwapotsbe seen on the




Theflower budsin this pot of Galanthus . A. Bowlegcan be seen pushing their wgybetween the leaves.

Cyclamen cyprium
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Cyclamen flowers are also showing colout im the gardeonthe winter floweringCyclamen coum
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As | was
clearing
leaves |
moveda few
stones
proppedup
on the sides
of thelow
raisedbed
where the
Cyclamen
coum are
growing and
found a
clutch of
snails This
prompted me
to go offon a
snail hunt
winter is a
good time to
apply a
degree of
control of
these pests
looking on
the sides of pots, under trougbstween stonesnd suctplaceswhere they gather twwait outthe colder weather

The flowers of thes€yclamen coumhave et to appear but for now | can appreciate the beautiful foliage
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Cyclamen herifoliurrflowedthrouhlate summer and into auturand now their leav@stand out againtte
natural mulch obrown leaffall. This is one oldvery largeplantwith aspread of over &8s some of the ka/es

are 8cms wide




Eventually the mild eather front also bught a daywjainplus bt of wind to dry out some of t fallen
leaves sug as these which have been blanketing the cobbleteitheir soggy or frozen mass making it very
fiddly to remove them.

The leaves dried suff|C|entIy in thmnd for me toflnlsh theobln just a fe mlnutes bblowmg them away with
the leaf blowe




This allows me to
see all the shoots
emerging from the
bulbs. Regular
readers will
remember this is a
sand bed full of
bulbs including
many Crocus
however the mice
found it too easy to
dig in the sand and
ate most of the
crocus s@in attempt
to deterthe
predation | decided
to cover the sand
with small stones.
The bulbs find it
easy to come up
through the gaps,
even if they are
planted directly
under the stones

While clearing leaves in another part of gagden | bund a group of Galanthus bulbs breaking the surface. This
the result of the bulbs clumping up to such an extent that they start to grow one on top of the other eventuall
pushing the topmost ones out of the grourgdsure sign that in thisase lifting and splitting is overdue.
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| also ga the fallen leaves cleared from the bulb bed and at the same time cut the old leaves off the Hellebore
again revaling the mass of shoots anxious, although maybe a bit premature, to get into growth.

The floppy leaves
of an Allium are
produced in the
late autumn early

the flowers stem
emerges in late
spring the leaves
will start to look
tatty as they turn
brown.
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edy for the earlgltdisply of fow S.

This bulb bed is now cleared and
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Molly enos alk round the grden with to see what we can find.







Pseudofumaria alba one of those plants that seeds around the garden and can flower at any time of the year
in the milder days of winter.

The still greenleaves of these Calanthe hybridgurtherevidence of the milder wintexe have experienced &ar.



