


I like eachcover picture to be eye catching as well asntithg some of the content withthe pages of the Bulb
Log. This week this emergirmplehellebore cultivar is the most advanced of the-wiiater flowers in the garden
and makes a reasonably arregimage It also rises through the autumn leaf,fdike clearing of which is still
currentlyone of my main taskd alsostill has last seasé@nfoliage attachednd this week | have been cutting off
most of these old growths.

Because of the
decorativevaluel like
to leave the olgstill
green leaf growth on
both the hellebores
and the ferns for as
long aspractical
through the winter
before | cut it off.
You could reasonably
suggest that we
should do as nature
doesleaving it to die
back and decayl
have tried that and
found that to get the
best from these plants
it is best to remove
the old growth.
Leaving the previous
seasofs fern fronds
on the plant slows
%= AP » down the growth b
the new onesit alsobecomes more dlfflculb cutthe oId grovvth back whethe new frond start emergingnd all
the evidence of the mild winter suggs that we are heading into early season

There are always
exceptionsfor instance

I will leave the still «
green old fronds on the
ferns | planted to screengs
the view througho the
compostheaps. This

area was screened by
the dense growth of
shrubs until | cuit back

a couple of years ago ag
part of my project to

open the ground

planting area.

You can see that the
growth of the ferns

below the

rhododendrons is now
starting tohide the
compostand they will
grow larger.




Hepatica
transsilvanica
like others in
this gemsalso
retain their old
leaves through
the winter in our
garden and |
judge when to
remove these old
leaves by
observing the
plants and as
soon as | see
signs of the new
growth emergng
| remove the old
leavesto allow
the flowers to
grow
unhindered.
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With the IdHepatica transsilvanidaaves removdheerginrowh ds alrdhowingcolour, do not
have to compete with the old leaves for lighspace




Can you see a difference in the mulch of leaves across the areas shown in this picture@réhealif the leaves
in the left foreground have been through my hand heleM@athredder, well that is to sayy new oneAfter
many yearsny old leafvac finally stopped workingo | bought a new similar one that so far is proving even bett

in thatit does not clog up so readily when lifting the wetter leaves. These machines do not work when the lea

are very wet but we hadday spelllong enoughaided bysomewind, to dry theleavesout sufficiently to try my
new machine.
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h, those on the right have not.




Eranthis hyemails

In the processf lifting

the leaves |

temporarily exposed

some Eranthis

hyemalis shoots and
germinatingseeds

which | carefully
coveredagain with the
shreddedeaves.

It is much easier for

the new growtland
seedlinggo push =
through the shredded _*HFaEag
leaveshecause unlike y |
theunprocessednes

they do not form a

thick laminated mat

when they get wet.

Eranthis pinnatifida
Alwaysamogy t he earl i est of the new yearos fl owers to
from this pot they are already rising up in preparation for the beautiful display that this small species brings us




Last year | was
frustratedwhen
somethingoulled
the flowers off
some of the
Eranthis
pinnatifida we ;
grow in potsAs =
it was most likely %
a bird I am

taking the
precaution of
providing the
flowers with

some protection
this year.
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While clearing the leaves form this

reminded of something else requiring my attention.
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There are two ideal times foompletingany garden t&s one is the most appropriate time in a pamgfrowth cycle
and the other is the ideal time when the gardener is reminded and has thé/iihyagrees




The ideal time to
lift and divide any
clump of bulbs is
when they do not
have active growth
thatcouldbe
damagedthat is
in the summer rest
period
However | amfmow
remindedand
these bulbsvill
benefitfrom being
carefullylifted
dividedand
replantechallowing
the roots to ppw
out into fresh
groundduringthe
second phase of
root growthwhich
: ‘ N : coincides with the
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turbing the bulbsluringgrowth is preferable to leavinthem to get even
more congested to the extent that they will stop floweiimdpedin this caset is the ideatime for the gardener
The ideal time for the bulwyould be inthe summer when they are resting but at tima¢ tither plantghat share the
same bedare in full growth ad should not be disturbed
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With some spaced out and planted back into the same spot | have a parsesfte plant imther spots around the
garden. Any slight damage to the roots will be compensated for tgcthef competitiorprovided by thebetter

growing conditions
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| planted many of those spare snowdrapsoss tfs bedwhere we cut back the shrudygering the ground planting
area at the south end of the garden. It is along this boundary wall tivey th&éhowed in fullflower last week
grows.| receiveda number opositivecomments aboudur use and reasons for growithg ivyso decided to
expand orthathere.

If not managed properysats

lvy (Hedera helixan

be an invasive planit

can overwhelnother

plants especiallytrees

and shrubgo the extent

of smotheringand '

killing thembut with

propercontrollvy is a

valuable resource

providing food and

habitat for wild life in

the garden.

Not much would grow

along theheavly

shadedhorth side of our

southern walko | have §8
stackedpruned

brancheghat are too

big to go through my UWTES a2 50
shreddethere both 3 y
lying flat in pilesand ~ FAEVARS SERSE
standingvertically S e
against the wal ‘

| was going to writehat lencouraged the Ivip grow through the stacked branchesut the vy needs no
encouragement happily grows here but | do have to @upackto prevent it growingnto the trees and shrubs




Ivy, Hedera helixwill only flower when itrises toa summit- once it achieves the advantage of the heigtm
flowering growths willdevelop these have differentleaf shapeshownin this picture Note the shape of the
leaves immediately belowetilowers comparing them to the more typical leaves lower down and owthe

flowering branchalso showrabove
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-cutting of a tiny
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g shoot and a rooted
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, aleaffrom a flowerin

This comparisompicture shows &pical leaf op left)
Hedera helixcultivar that we have grown for years
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rthirty yearsagoof thistiny, congestedslow growingcultivar of Hedera

e e -

Even though | turnedff the outside watewhich syppliesthe mist uniin Novembend amstill taking cuttings,
placing them in the sanghich | keep moist byccasionahand watering. At this time of year ¢éhcuttings are not
losingmuch through transpiration and manylwoot over the winterOthers will form callseson the custemand
be ready taoot when | turn the mist back amthe warmer weather.




a B ' SN 7 N

-

NZ% &
2

View looking northacross the garden

If this mild weathemwe are experiencingontinuesve couldsee arearlyfloweringi thegrowth on these bulbs has
very quicklypushedhrough the layer of mulchrecentlyaddedwith the Galanthusudsalready showingvhite.



