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We are feeling great waves of
grief because on Friday 96
June we had to say a final
good bye to our belovediss
Molly the Wonder Dbg - she
wasfourteen and a quarter
years old.

| know how many of you are
dog lovers and have
experienced this traumave
have gone thragh it a number
of times most recently with
Poppy,MissLily, thenMegan
Mol I yos twin s
ago and it never gets less
painful.

While we have lost the
physical presence of Mollshe
will be with usforeverthrough
the many memorigsappy
yearswe have enjogd
together.

Regular readers will be awareMblly because she was alwaygh usin the gardemo matter what the weather
and appearedwell, starred regularly in the Bulb Log Diary and Weosi below | share just a fevecentimages
of Molly throughthe seasonsf this year
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In recent wgéks | have been making good use of the wet days by getting on with the annual repottimghsf the
am always interested to see how the potting compost, which started out as a 50/50 mix of loam based John |
and 6mm grit, bs held up so | run thew dry mix through a sieve.
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During the yéahdmtfs in the JI Fﬁii)réaké down to the extent thlaé proportions are now more like 60 of 'grit and
40 of the loam. This is a good illustratiohwhy it is bestto repot every yeahaving starteaff with awell-
drained mix this would getould increasngly leaner as the loam and humus degrade



Whenl find agood
crop of Narcissus bulbs
it is bothrewarding
and reassurinthat |
have providea
suitable environment
for the bulbswith the
correct watering and
feeding regime.

This regime starts
again now be repotting
the bulbs intanew
50/50mixture’i they
will stay dry until |
start watering them on
1% September whethe
roots will start to
emerge.

To get good growth it
IS essentiato have a
good rootsystemso it
IS important that they
have both dresh
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Narcissus bulbscleaned up annbbotéd béforethé fi'naltopping off with the compost mix.

One of the reasons that | find growing bulbs so fascinating ise¢patting lets maeee the way the underground
swollen storagergans develop and react to changes in their environmkattypicaldulbdshape of this batch
show that they have grown welb | can fill the pot agajmwith asmallsurplusover- but that isnot always the
case



Narcissus bulbs

Thefirst signs that these
Narcissus bulbs had not grown so
well is theelongatedshapean
indicaion that they are trying to
go deeper

They are not seeking an optimal
depth but an optimadondition;
these bulbs needdo be growing
in coole, moistercompostso
they seekd achievethis by
takingthemselvesleeper.

This isfurtherindicated by the
way theyhave broken into
severakmaller elongatefulbs
rather tharbeing aplump
bulbousshapeBreakng down
into many small bulbssiis a
typical survival reaction
employed when they aggown
too hot and or dry.

By learning to read thes#gns
the bulbgeach us the best
methods t@row themand we
can use these reactions to our
advantage.
Potting healthybulbs nearer the
surfacewill stimulatethis break
up into several smaller bullasd
is something regularlydo as awayto increasehe number of bulbsquicker than they would under normal
conditionsas well as beintess invasive thachopping them u@s chips or twin scales




These bulbs are &alanthusultivar that | broke dowrn this waya few years agestarting with two bulbsvhich

eachbroke down into several small ones and now afteraa gegood growth most are back to flowering size.

Sternbergia
greuteriana bulbs

How differentbulbs
grow andincrease is
a constant source of
fascinationto me
such as the way these
Sternbergia
greuteriandulbs
have produced

small bulbil on what
appears to be a stem
growing from the top
of the bulb.

~ The bulbils did not
- reach the surface so |
vESE only found them
when | tipped the pot
out.
| have repotted them
backin with, and at
y the same deptlas
~ the parenbulbs.




These are one year dldopaeolum azureum tubers | sowed the seefst Augusiandplacedthe potsoutsideto
take the weather. They startedyerminatan October/Novembewrhen | took them into the bulb house for some
protectionfrom severe frosts but also from slupsit could @vour a whole pot of seeds omight.

They grew well producm a tangle of grovvth W|th the flrst few flowers appearing in Aguihe ofthemeven
went on to produce a few seadgheirvery first year| could see some of tremalltubersbreakingthe surface of
the seed pads they grew.



Tropaeolum
azureum tubers

As well as the mass of
tubers neathe surface
it was even more
fascinatingo also

find thatthere was
another mass of them
growing right at the
bottom of the pot.



Tropaeolum tricolor seedling tubers.

Tropaeolum tricolor does exactly the samgth some of the first year tubeescaping through the drainage holes
in the bottom of the pas well as the cluster breaking the surface



