_- ‘ ? - /

og Diary

! .t?ift@ Ién"\g‘lfg; A

9 LA o ‘./

2O T s

.18 duly 2020

&
 NE

>

L

A

e A




Expressions of a garden

The date of the oldekhownart keeps getting
pushed back as new discoveries keep coming to
light but we do know that humans have felt the
urge to make art for over 40,000 years. Art has
always been important to me especidtiy
process of making art where | can experiment
(play) with meda of all kinds including growing
plants and our garden which is a continually
changingwork of art.
The inspiration for my art comes from things
around me and for many years it was basethen
sea, ships and fishing communities that
surrounded me in Aberde€ehhe overall garden is
a complex work of art made up of many smaller
works such as beds, troughs, dtatin recent
years lhaveturned to thechallenge of
representing thgarden ad flowersas the subject
for my paintingsas well asny photographs
The camera does the best job of capturing a
moment and the detailhile | aim to capturen
impression or expression of what | see and how it
makes me feeh the paintingsSince lockiown
and increasingly in the last monthdve been
producing a series of colourful images that expres
i : the summer garden. As well as acrydod spray

- paints | usepowder pigmentand sand mixed with
_ z 2 LN PVA. Theworksare on papeandare built up of
many layers of coloyformand texture reflecting thmany layers we observe in the plants gadden The
images are abstract and as Picasso alluded to they are only complete when they are being viewed.




Abstraction was not inventday artistsif we look it is preseneverywherenatureis thetrue master.

As with many others thmarkings orDigitalis purpurea flowers are variable.
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Ppaver somniferumin all its colour forms is a wonderful source of inspiration inthe s
seeds around at the edge of the paths
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Papave somniferum
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arerand the gardn as art has inspired artists from Albrecht Durero Iud'l'Mb'nseph

A in the
incudes one of my sculptures from the early E980permanent part of the gardelus a staged recent work on
paper andthe garden itself is the best.art

The hot coloured
flowers born on
many plants from
South America such
asTropaeolum
speciosumis surely
not a coincidence
All four thatl am
showinghere are
native toArgentina
and Chile

The evolution
process ensures that
the most successful
plants are those that
have an advantage
here the bright
colours must be
more eficient at
attracting the
pollinators.
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Embothrium coccineum

agellanicaspreads underground by
sending up runnerghis one has chosen to scramliugh a Rhododendron dendrocharis
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Crinodendron hookerianum

This plant is named aftdioseph Dalton Hooker 19" centuryexplorer and friend of Darwin.




The
predominance of
reds in the South
American flowers
| showed is not
shared across the
Southern
hemispherén
New Zealand.
where here is a
predominance of
white flowers,
such @ Celmisia
semicordata
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‘Thecamera captures tlsemple be

-
autyf Allium

and Linaria




Paeonia ostii seedling




The first of theRosceaaIpin aare now in floweil




This is a critical period
of growth to ensure
thatMeconopsis
baileyi flowers again
next year.

Flowering is now over
with plump seed pods
on the stems but it is
the new leaf growth
rising from around the
base of the stem that
will lead to the plant
surviving and
flowering again next
year.

That new gowth needs
cool moist growiigy
conditions which our
summeweather is
delivering andin
addition a few weeks
ago | gave a light
application of a
general purpose plant
food.
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| am not claiming that mBonsaiaregreat examples of the art but | enjoy having th€ou ber that
this is one of the two thatrbot-pruredin 2019 so it did not have much new growth last yeaveverthe mass of
newfoliageindicatesthat the rootfiave regrowrand now it needs a good trim




The bonsaare in scale with andork well with the trough$ onthe right is darchwhich always has conebelow
you will seesome oflast yeads conesalong with the new ones.



