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It is often written
that a garden is a
habitat however
my years have
taught me that a
garden is made of
many micro
habitats- some of
these can be very
small to the extent
that when a plant
fails togrow in
one spot imaybe
that replanting it
as little as 30cms
away could make
a difference.

Oneof thesimplestchangegardeners can make the habitainvolves making adjustments to the natural.sphlis
is usually done bwydding more gravel oasd to open up heavy sottsimprove the porosity and drainagelyr
adding humus to |ight sandy soils to help retain
gardening that many of us do hbuis more of a philosophy than astription ofone specific type of garden. One
thing that mosé Ro c k Ga r dhavenie corandon iw/thdt Wendto grow hardy plantsmanyof them are wild
specieswhose hardiness comes from them having evolved to grow at higher altitudes on mohmmam:ams are
rocky environments so rock
gardens will imitate this habitat
by using rocks in some wafyom
the extreme crevice style where §
the garden is almost entirely :
rocks, tomaking raised bedsvith
rocks, all the way to just using
the occasional rock for deconagi
values. The one thing all these
styles have in common is that
every rock manipulates in some :
way its immediate surroundiag
We have used rocks in most of
these ways in our gardeoften
using them to create a raised edg¢
so we can increase the depth |
the soil to accommodate the
annual mulch of humus that we
add.

A garden design evolvdékrough
time so the foot print of previous §
structures can often dictate the 2 : N "
layout of later projects. In the original garden layout | built a tiered wooden bartbis spoto dlsplay somefo

the smaller bonsai treé®wever many of the bonsai out grew the bench which eventually rotted and was in dar
of falling apart.In 2007, Bulb Log 19071 decided taemove the oldvoodenbench and build a low raised bed in
its place hence the odd shape which can give the impression of being a long low-tuugéver it has no base

At first | thought this wald be used to plunge mesh baskets of bulbs but | quatidpged mynind andcreated a
sand bed by adding arouB@ cms of sharp sartkcoratinghe surfacavith a few rocks placed in the crevice style
seeBulb Log 2607



http://www.srgc.org.uk/bulblog/log2007/090507/log.html
http://www.srgc.org.uk/bulblog/log2007/260607/log.html
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Theevolution of this habitat continue urface of the sand clear removing any mos
grew, howeverafter a number of yeatslecided through laziness or wisdgrto allow the moss to growdow such
a small habitat manipulatn like this can be one of the factors that allow you to grow a plant is illustrated by
Cyclamen coum which despite many attempts we had failed to establish in ourgaidi@2006 when | was
adding the santb this small bed alsosowed some seed andw we have this delightful setieeding colony. The

Cyclamen coum




evolve naturally to be more tolerant of these growing condilismne are also seeding dowto the gravel path.




It is interesting the way that
gardens are not so much
aesigne@asinstead they

evolve as the gardener responds
to circumstances. Originally
there was a bird feeder on a pole
in the centre of this rectangle
near the back door with trong
but the occasional bit of the
mixed bird seeds germinating.
As thewider garden matured it
became a diverse habitat
providing the birds with a
natural supply of food sexcept

in the worst of the winterthere
was less of a need for us to feed
the brds so | converted this area
to a low raised sand bed

| planteda wide range of bulbs

in the sand many of which were
crocus and mice love to eat
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Leucoji]?n and Eranthis a
One of the key aspects of our garden philosophy is to allow the plants-$eseéland in the foreground you can
see a whole cluster of Eranthis seeds germinating where they fell lastisgreneucojum are also seeding.
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e temperatures gts to 6C and above
colourful display much more volume amdpactthanit haswhen the flowers are closed

When h
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to usa argaricus herbe@rocus thirkianus likes our cool moist humusch habitat
where it spreads by sending out short solons forming attractive spreading groups rather than congested clum

many other bulbs do. Below you can see that as thpdamature rises to 6C the flowers start to open.
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In anattemptto mimic a woodlan@nvironmenive to y withan organicmulch
usingonly material from the gardemostlyleavesor shreddednd compostegdrunings

Crocus tommasinianus
The gravel covered areas surrounding the paths have become a wonderful seed bed for many bulbs such as
Crocus.




Crocus tommasinianus
Allowing a garden to grow naturally by letting the plants seed around brings such rewards as this cluster of C
flowering in the gravel area along WwisomeCyclamen many other plants including a bit of moss.
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Crocus tommasinianusand Corydalis malkensis




Looking from the
lower level of the
gardentowardsthe
New Bedbeside the
pondwhich isanother
habitatl recently
createdor to bemore
correct a group of
micro-habitats built

on the foot print of
previous incarnations
| described the history
and construction in
Bulb Log 41109.
Raisedup and
landscaped with some
carefully placed rocks
this bed offered me a
planting opportunity
for many of my
favourite smaller
plants.

For the last few years | have been giving this bed a natural look by mulching it with pine needles.


http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2019Oct091570617407BULB_LOG_4119.pdf

