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Erythronium
denscanis

TheseErythronium
denscanisarefrom
the most easterly
known distribution
of the speies in
Zhytomyr in the
Ukraine and you
should particularly
take note of the
yellow/brown
colour of the
pollen.

Erythronium de ns-caniswith purple pollen on left and the yellow pollen the Ukraine formsen the right.
This colour is a significant variation becaysgart from those from this populatiail the other formef
Erythronium densanisl haveseen have dark purple pollen.

You may also note that theredlso a difference in the shape of filamentswhere they taper towards the end in
those with purple pollen but narraworeabruptly in the Ukrainéorms.




Pa% 5, e, SNy . o P
| created tﬁew bed beside the r@a few years ago and planed it Wit some of m favourite pI the
seed frames and each yedrrings memore interest at the moment | am spending more time studying this bed
than any other part of the gardamd there will be so many mamreasures popping up the coming weeks

A number of theseeed raise&rythronium caucasicum are flowering for the first timeotherswith just a single
leafare still too small to flowebut should grow enough to flower next year. The observant among you will note

that the flower in the foreground has extra petals but this is unlikely to be repeated next year.
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pond with the white flowef&rythroniumcaucasicumalong withyellow
floweredEr ant hi s ¢ GuodNarassus dgaamidedls
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Erythronium dens-canis
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Narcissus cyclamineus
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Movingxinto one of the bulb houses WhetmvariouNarcissusfowering in one of the sand bedsntinue to
delightus

Narcissus asturiensis and Narcissus x susannae




Crocus hybrid

A number of years ago |
found this seldsown Crocus
flowering, in a pot of
Fritillaria tubiformis, in one
of the outside frames.
When repotting | have
continued to keep the two
very different plants
together in the same pot.

| can only speculate what
the parents of the Crocus
are but the most likely two

veluchensis both of which
grew in the same frame.




Formeily a subspecies otrocus ieberiCrocus sublimishas beerelevated to species rankd the most
attractiveand widespread form i® T r i c Althoagh fis is an easy plant to groviike to keep somé a pot so

that we carprotect them from the ravagestbé weather andnjoy the flowers in perfect condition.

Crocus sublimis
O0Tricol or

Outsidein the
gardenthe
flowers are
subject to
damage by the
weather and
being chewed by
foraging slugs
but still put on a
delightful
display.




We actively encowge the bubs tselfseedn the garden anthe Crocus atticus has produced a massive crop of
seedlings in front of the parent clump. For all these seedlings to reach maturity | will have to intervene by liftir
some and planting theeisewherealso noé theleavesof self-sownErythronium
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Not év"erything is allowed to seed at vifilthe gardéhthere are some plants that | do remove and | am sure thest
are familiar to manyfoyou.
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We only do hand weeding and the rule is identify before you reiindvua doubt abotiwhat it is we wait until it
can be confirmed. By far the best tool for weeding in the gardebusdde® sowel, which is also favoured by
archaeologistsusingthe tipallows me to pickhe small weeds out froamongthe many bulb seedlingshile

using the flatapered shapie can easily remove larger plants as well as digging holeplaintingbulbs
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This cluster ofTrillium seedlings aregerminating where the capsule fell to the groandwhile | waspicking
some of the weedshown above out from among them with my trowgislodgeda fewso took theopportunityto
record them in the picturestow.
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After taking ths picture showingome ofthe sages ofTrillium seed germinating they were carefully replaad
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There are also marrythronium seeds germinatingaround our gardemanyof which can beseenlyi

ng on the
surface with the new growing root twisting around seeking out the safety of tiiendodh is where | spotted
something | had never observed directly before.



€

Twins - here there arento seedlings emerging from a singlelyembryonic Erythronium seed.

On doing some research | fourek tproductiorof two embryos from a single ed is termed aBolyembyony
apparently it is more common in plants such as céangavocadobut | have never been aware of it in bulbs
before.Plants are a continual source of fascinatomeno matter how long you have been growing and observin
there are always new things to leasmen youthink you know it all thermperhapsyou should stop.




Galanthus nivalis
As some of the first snowdrop floweis openarefading others, such as Galanthus nivalis, continue to open. Thi:
trough will be familiar to regular readess where | grow Sanguinar@nadensifiora plena for propagatinigone
year a single Galanthus nivalis appeared which gradually increased to such an exbémemedr | removed a

couple of hundreddulbs to plant elsgherebeforereplanting thesback inwith the Sanguinaria.
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hybrids




Galanthus hybrids
The snowdropsgrowing inwarmer areaare mostly oveheremany are still fresh and otlsszontinue to open



