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Walking to the
south end of the
garden is a bit
like traveling
back through time
becausdere the
plants are
floweringaround
a week behind
plants in the
sunnier parts.
The boundary
wall, along with
the trees and
shrubs we have
plantedthere
causetheseplants
to bein more
shadeespecially
at this time of
year when the sun
is still relatively
low in the skyAs
theseason

On cold dayst can Iook Ilke there is not muctb seherbut when you get close and the sunshlne encourages t
flowers to expand to their fudlisplay; it is a different picture | s The majority of the bule flowering here have
been planted over the last two years since | cut back the shrubs that had shaded the gound out.completely
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mixture ofCrocuscultivars like thisacross the
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Some more igen‘ the flower

s in the shaded end of the garden.

solida in
various
colour
formsadd
pink, red
and purple
huesto the
mixed
plantings
and thee
will be
encouraged
to seed
around

| have also
been
scattering
Coryddis
malkensis
seeds
across this
bedto
further
build up the
mass
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The yellow flowers oErythronium tuolumnense add coloutighlights to the dark depths right under the
Rhododendrons and the birch tree. In our climatéhEopium do not require to be grown in shade but they will

tolerateit - Erythronium twlumnensewhich hasevolvedlarge leavess especiallywell adaptedand thrivesn the
deepest shade.




the gdenthe flowers and growth alommonly available plantsuch as these
Narcissus and Crocuwsing me as much delight as the rarer ones we .grow
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The first few flowers ofCorydalis malkensisopened in this container over a month ago and now they le&ve b
joined by many more. This sedbeded volunteer probably got into the pot with some old potting compost that |

from time to time to top dress some of the containers.

From ngle plant it has seeded around the pot to form ‘ coplete carpetvamdst of the flowers have
opened it is putting on a fine display.




We have enjoyed a g
number of clear days &S
this week with the
absence of clouds
giving us sunny days &
but also cold frosty
nights.

If you look carefully

at this early morning
imageyou will see

the Corydalis
malkensisis lying
collapsed on the
ground- this is

withdrawn excess
moisture to prevent
the freezing
conditions damaging
its structureghenas
the temperature rises
up so do the plants.
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Similady when | looked out first thing this morning gehellebores were lying flat on the ground but by the time
went to take these pictures their stems were arcing upwakith a flock of around fifteen Gofthchesforaging

in the trees above my hebddatchedthe gently jerking movement of theellebore as the moisturpumped back
into their stems and within no time they were fully upright again asisdée picture below.
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Like so many of the plants in the garden theskehores have beemllowed to naturalise bgeedingaround
howeverto maintain a balance withther plantsn thisin areafor the last few yearshavepreventedhem
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shedling their seedhere by collecting it




In thisview
across some
of the beds
towards one
of the bulb
housest is
the white of
Corydalis
malkensis
and
Galanthusn
the far away
bedthat are
still
prominent
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In other sots thereisa chge haﬂ;@ég theﬂors of teéérly wae' of/\}hité?)rowded thes
my yellow river of Eranthisstart to fade passing thatonto theCrocus, Corydalis and Hellehg.

among
flowers are still openinglepending on our weath#reywill not reachtheir peak for a weekr more.




Corydalis solida
comes in many
colours fomthe
rarerwhite forms
through pinksand
redsto purples
some of which are
darkenoughto
appear almost
black from a
distance.

Corydalis solida



