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Trillium simile was so
named because it was very
similar to and often
confused with other
species including Trillium
erectum album and
flexipes and after many
years of raisingienerations
of these plants from our
own garden seeitheir
identity gets even more
confusing.

| know the identity of some
of the species in the
gardenwhere we still have
the original plants raised
from wild collected seed
but I think that many of the
Trilliums we grow along
with manythat are in
general cultivationare
indeed hybrids.

Trillium erectum album on the leff with a seedling on the right and I find it impossible to tell if this is an
intermediate form of Trillium erectum or a hybrid with some of the other species that we hasgaaat to the
garden. Some species seem reluctant to hybridise while others are very promiscuous within groups of close
relativesresulting in manyully fertile hybrids that seed aroun@&achsubsequent gerationgetsnatually

selectedto growing n our garden condition8ecause of the variation and hybridisation in the garden | have give
up trying to put species names to the seedling | just enjoy them for their own character and beauty.




The type 6rm of Trillium erectum is a deep burgundy coloand this is ae of the original plants we raised from
wild collected seeds in the 19806s which has ove

Because we live in
a relatively cool
part of Scotland
we can grow these
plants in full sun
or shade. Having
evolvedin
woodland habitats
they have adapted
large sailike
leaves to capture
as much of the
light as possible
thesecouldget
scorchedf
exposed tdot
sunshine | often
state that for
planting purposes
6Scotl and
shadébecause we
rarely getsuch
strong sunshine
however we do
need to give
Trilliums andotherlarge leavedvoodlandplantssomeshelter from the strong wmds thaould tear the leaves to
shreds or hail storms that punch and rip holes in these lardeaadt.
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Trillium erectum is one of théépecies that hybr'i“aises freely, especially with Trilliwpéde producing
generations of very fine decoratiVeillium hybrids which makeexcellentgarden plants

I never know if this is a form dfrillium flexipes with a dark ovary or a hybrid but as you can see in the picture
below it forms clumps and seeds around.




Trillium Ibidum andTrillium grandiflorum growingthroughDicentra cuccularia.




Trillium

grandiflorum is one
that does not seem to
hybridise with any of
the others we grow.
The form showr{left)
readily forms clumps
thatcan be lifted and
divided everyfew years
but like many bulbs
that increase well by
divisionit seensto
havesacrificed the
ability to produce seed
for thisrapid increase
from the rhizome

Lifting and dviding
trilliums is best done
when they are in active
growth, as soon as the
flowers fade

This is a pot of Trilliumkurabayashii
seedlings flowering for the first time after
about five years of growth in the seed
frames.Now is the ideal time to platihem

The first point to note is the good root
growth that has come out of the pot into
the sand plunge and this should not be
damaged if possible.

To understand the best time to handle
plants | like to know whatlype of
undergroundstorage stictureit has bulb,
corm, tuber, rhizomeetc, i andmost
importantlyits exact growth cycle
Knowing exactlywhata plant isdoing
underground at any tinms key toknowing
whenit is best to handle them.




With our open grittypotting compost it

is relatively easyo get the plants
separatedut with negligibledamage to
the roots

So why is this the best time to handle
Trilliums? The picture below holds the
cluei I have pointed out the tip of a

new root emerging from the front of the
rhizomejustas theflowers start to fade
and it is these emerging roots that feed
and supports thebud
of which will form at the front of the
rhizome just above the raot

If you damage these new roots at all you
will harmor stopnexty e ar s 6 ab
groundgrowth.

Traditionally people have written that you d|V|de your Tr|II|ums either in the autumn as the leaf growth subside
in the spring just as the plant is coming into growitinese are the wrong times.

If you lift the plants at either of these timmgou will damage the new roatsichis why the plants will not grow on

so well the year after dividing
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If you I|ft and spllt them carefullﬁs the flowers fadeeplantmg themmmedlatelyandensurlng tONater themin
well thentheseemergingroots will grow normally and the planigll establish underground through the summer,
autumn and wintelpeforeflowering freely nextspring Although they are not the main driver of negasons

growth thepr e v i 0 u s otsypersasforsadumber of yeasupporing theolder sections of thehizome and so
you should ensure they are not damaged excessively or allowed to .dvwhait handling thehizomesl cover

them over with a damp towel or spray them regularly with water to keep them alwaysimibisiey are rplanted

If for any reason the majominantpud is damaged thalventitious budssometimes severalan appear along
the length of rhizomdf you buy Tr i | linithe ausumrihenyobraayreceive la thizdme With a
shoot but withouanyroots do not expect tsee any growth above the grouhé following spring it will take
another yearkffectively you bought a cuttinigan urrooted piece of stenwith good conditions roots should start
to form the following spring theplant should make some growth the follogiyear.
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As with most plants | like to growilliums from seed which gives us a variation of forms such as in this group of
Trillium grandiflorum where thdifferentplants display subtle differences masticeablan this group is the

size of theflowers of the plant on the right

Trillium grandiflorum




Trillium grandiflorum
These flowersneasurindl6cms across certainliye up to the nam@rillium grandiflorum

There is a wide variation in the size of the manylium grandiflorum plants that we have raised this is the
largest.
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Trillium graiflorum

Trillium ovatum is
thespecie<losestn
looks to
grandiflorum- it
grows on the
western side of
North America It
does not grow so
well in our garden as
its eastermelative
Trillium
grandiflorum
perhapghis is
because we haveot
raisedso many
plants from seed
The reason for that
is the wasps go
crazy for he sticky
coatingon the seeds
andmost years
burrow into the
capsulehenfly
away with all the
seeds beforedan
gatherthem.




Trillium grandiflorum
The original form of Tillium grandiflorum roseum that weceivedstruggled to establisih our gardersurviving

ratherthan growing welbut when it flowers | have used its pollen to fertilise other forms so we havege of
plantsexhibitingvaryingdegrees opink in the flowers.

Trillium grandiflorum




Trillium grandiflorum dGothenburg Pink 6is astrainselected at the gre@othenburg Botanic Garden the
seedlings of whichetainthe pink coloured flowers.
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Trillium grandiflorum 6 Got henbur g Pink Straino




Our arde hilosop'maot h\/e g_rat clumps of specirrién planmd;to\mimic hatureby hvin‘g individual
plants scattered all across the garden growing in mikedipgs.
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asequentiaplantingstyle which deliversseveral waves of colotinrough the weeks and months
this is a typical examplir this time of year




Trillium albidum

Trillium chloropetalum?
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Note in tﬁisgroUp of'I:riIIiutrh' kurabayashii seedlingsplatedouttogetherthe flowers on the Ift came earlier
and are going over while those on the right are still fresh.
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Trillium seedlingnd Uvularia grandlflorre takin‘ver from the Cclamen and rytrbium\ﬂmle among
the plants thatiowered earliein this sequence




Anemone xseemannii

Anemone xseemannii

We alsouse a lot
the woodland
Anemone such as
Anemone
ranunculoids,
nemaosaand the
hybrid between
themAnemone x
seemanniithey
grow from
rhizomes that
love tocreep
about in the
humus rich upper
layer of soil that
we have built up
in the garden.



