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_Ramonda nathaliae



Ramonda nathaliae

One of the very first rock garden
plants | grew from seedas
Ramonda myconwe had seen a
plantat an SRGC show and found
seed in a catalogue sordered a
packet. What | did not know then
was how fine the seed wakwas
tiny dust like and hatb be
handled carefullysown near the
surface and kept constantly moist
until it germinatedOnce it
germinated | had to prevent it
being smothered bhe mosses
that also wanted to grow in this
environmentlt was quite a
challenge thataught that to be
successful you need to observe
and react quickly to anything that
\ : may be detrimental to the
wellbeing of our plants and most especially with young vulnerable seedllngs However despite all the challenc
brought those seedlings to maturity and aregtdiving direct descendants of those very plants decades later. T
initiation stood us in good stead to try any seeds and indeed some years later we gdRaewthdé nathaliae
from the lategreat Jim Archibald and these are some of those plants kepg @y successive seed generations
and from cuttings and divisions.

We have a growing colon of Rgowing in and around the new bed bide the avebeen
growing for many years in the troughs that form part of the edges of this bétaretontinuedthe planting so
they appear tspill out from the trough intthe crevice sectiomitatinga natural colony




In our garderRamonda
thrive in a crevice type
planting- in thiswell
established trougtine
crevices aréormed by
vertically stackedroken
concrete paving slabs.

re upright growing leaves on the laftdrmade are Ramona myconi, the flatter
rosettes are Ramondathaliaewhich also flowers earlier than myconi, a white from of Haberlia rhodopensis is
growing in the right hand cormeEvery yeathe rosettes of all theggantsincrease until such time #se
competition for moisturbecomedoo greatandthe plants start to suffet can see that the plant Bamonda
nathaliagalmost in the centrés not flowerirg and also looking a bit yellow the leaf sure signs that it is not
happy so it is time to divide the plant.
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| carefullyeased th&amonda nathaliaeplant out of the crevice and divided it into single rosettes, if you are
careful you can nearly always have some roots on eaclhodivighe plants form their own humus from the old
leaveswhich helps retain moisture in times of drought as well as providiopgoadmedium for the roots of the new

side rosetteto grow inta
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You can also propagatbeseplants from éaf cuttings as these scaarslides from my archive show. Although you
can slice leaves up to form multiple plants | find it easier to remove a leaf, it does not have to be a perfect lea
you can see chewed and damaged leaves work just as well. kiketéing place the leaf base into a sandy cutting
mixture and keep it constantly moist and you will find that the leaf will first form roots then at least one bud wil
form which will growto a newplant. This can be done at almost any time of the yetalr det the best results either
now, when the plants are in full growth or in the early autwsthe plants recover froamysummer dryness.



| ended up with
enough divisions to
replant the largest
backinto the original
spotin the centre of
this troughthree into |
a trough on the ot
corner of this bed,
below, as well as
some around the
gravel edges.

Remember
my job is
not finished
yet | have to
water the
divisions in
well then
ensure that
they do not
dry out in
the summer
until aself
supporting
rootsystem
eshblishes

With conservation and import regulations making it increasing difficult to introduce new seed from the wild it i
ever more important that we preserve and maintain the plants we have in our gardens both bycditisgsiand
most critically by seed to maintain as wide a genetic base as possible.




To know when
the best timés
to lift plantsyou
need to
understandheir
growth cycle.
With many
plants it is best
to divide them
just as they are
coming into
active growth
that is when
theyhavethe
best chance to
recover from the
interruption and
any damage
Most bulbous
plants are best
handled when
they are in
summer rest.
Sometimes
however the
best time to lift plants is when it suits the gardefi&rs form ofColchcum agrippinum has grown so well in the
rock garden bed th#he leaves areow completely dominating a sectiofor a few years | have had the intention
to lift themi’ but when is the best tim&dr the colchicum it would be best to liftem n the summer whethe
leaves die baclbut thenthere are many other plants that would be in growth and as the autumn comes in the
colchicum wouldstart to flower then bback in root again.

This is one of

the instances

when the best

time to do gob

is when it is best
for the gardener,§
when he has the §
time and he :
remembers so

| got stuck in.

One advantage

of lifting them

just now was

that | could use

the growth to :
locate the bulbs. iZ%




Lifting a line of
rocks made getting
down to the
colchicum bulbs
easier and some of
them were well over
30 cms down.

As | dug Icarefully
checked for other
bulbs most of
which were nearer
the surfaceand laid
them aside covered
with moist

newspaper to
prevent them drying
out until they were
replanted.

—

As thecolchicumbulbs have increased vegetatively they were in clusteany tucked in under the rocks.
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It is interesting to note that while | damaged some of the colchicum bulbs | am sure that | could have replante
majority without much of a check to thgrowth. | have not yet worked out what to do with all the bulbs so for
now they are being stored on a metal tray in shade and being kept moist this will cause the bulbs to be smalle

they would have been but they will survive.

The line of rockss back in Iace all the other Iants and buI are replaced and watsoatbw later in the
season | can plant some of the other plants such as Erythroslegasis and sibiricum thBhavebeen growing on
from seed and that will be more in scaletfog rest of the plant community in this bed.




Establishing fant communitiess a large part of our garden philo ants
supporting one another and not in conflict. With thesvesand flowers at the top of a losgem Trilliums are
ideal companions to grow through various forms and species of Dicentra.

Trillium sulcatum flexipes, and erectunhrybrise freely in the gardemhile the resulting planteave relatively
small flowers they havaninterestingrange of colourand they come into flower later themanyof the others
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Trillium sulcatum hybrid




Trillium sulcatum hybrid




Trillium
grandiflorum




We have a fevierythronium revolutum hybrid s, alove and below, that flowdater tharthe othersandplantsthat
couldprolong theerythroniumflowering seasormakes thenpotential canditates to be increased.



